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South Korean leader in Bonn 


Presldent Chun Doo Hwan of South Korea and his wife {centre} are wel- 
comed to Villa Hammerschmidt in Bonn by Federal President Richard von 


{Phalu: Af} 


Welzsšcker (right) and his wife Marlanne (left). 


KohTappeals'to superpowers 
«to come tO 


toward disarmament, ; Bonn’'s public ap- 
preciation of Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachov's, “new approach" that has 
set “things in motion" makes it clear that 
Herr, Kohl's appeal. to “both superpow- 
ers tû ` make’ progtess toward" cach 
other on isspes and pt justin spectacür 
lar declaratioriş, , 5 gimed mainly at 
Washington; 

lt was unusual, to hear from: Helmut 
Koh! not only. that, the experLS; son. both 
sides must put the run-up Lo he next 
summit to good üse but that. it, waş O 
job" to articulate German Intere: 


۽ لر 

al respects; calling for.a'test, ban. trenty 
as, a stepjin the-directjon,of.nuclear.dis- 
armament with the final, taet. of اجا‎ 
ifhing: tentirely. . 
' He called’ for: disarmamerit o IOVS to 
include. shoarter-range nuclear: systems, 
including, SOY ems. stationed, ir in 

Asia. 


` Even: beforêan international’ agree- 
ment’ ‘ontthie'abûlition ‘of chemical wea- 
pöns he made it clear that Bomi wûould 
hear'nothing of riew US ahemleal wea 
pons. being stockpiled in. Germany. 

+ The'Chancellor'g’ ‘all-or-nothihg’ poll 
èy iriay. be takëh"is û eriticdl reıark 
aimed at both the US ald Sovièt leh 


ERE 


: ا‎ fencellot êi ‘juaftk 


Page 14 .‏ ا 


striking feature of Chancellor 

Kohl's 11 April Bonn press confer- 
ence was that he urged Washington to 
go for East-West peace, not sûbre-rattl- 
ing with Colonel Gaddafi. ا‎ 

‘The Bonn government can well ,ap- 
preciate US feelings but sges a distincr 
tion between fighting terrorişm and tak- 
ing military retaliation.  , 

If the Americans were to ask ‘Helr 
mut.Kohl for his advice, he would tell 
them to consider the beginning and 
theend ,.. ا‎ 

+ But given'the reluctance of America" 5 
allies to handle the. Libyan leader with 
anythihg other:than kid gloves: even in 
economic polioy, the.US government.ls 
unlikely to. consult Europe before’ em- 
barking on miler moves: : , 


allow itself’ 10 be ‘cûniitarîtly/ ‘malke. a 
laùghihğ . stoék;’’ Bonn is iriéreasingly 
worriëd. that the’ unpredictablê Libyan 
leader might,lwith his'pfovocatioh; sùc- 
ceed in upstağlng! hê 35- West tks in 
Geneva. 


, Never béfore’ has 'Chancelli Kohl: 0 


THE STAGE 


MÈDIA“i 0 
The'video: kjds'arid ‘haw hot to ğı 


: ain ار‎ 


ir:therh Interested.In.aigoöd book. 


with the views of the United States, Pol- 
itical corisiderations often play a much 
larger part than strletly military ones 
because Nato, as secretary-géneral 
Lord Carrington never tires of repèat- 
ing, must be seen both as a defence 
conmunity and as a means of articulat- 
ing a joint political will. 

Differences of viewpoint and inter- 
pretation between America and its part- 
ners have recurred regularly ever since 
Nato was founded, politicians in Brus- 
sels say. 

It hasn't just been a matter of the con- 
sequences of changes in US strategic 
doctrine for the protection of Eurvpe 
but also one of the alliance's political 
role. : 

In the final analysis lhe dispule has 
always ended in a consensus based on 
the realisation that the most successful 
pact in recent histury serves commun 
valles and û cotnmon ep un RE 
tecting freedom, 

. That does not, of course, rulê o out the 
periodic possibility of US national pri- 
orities occasionally differing from those 
of its partners and, above all, of the in- 
ner sealant consisting less of idealistic 
considerations than of hard-and- fast i in- 
teresls. 

The Harmel Report, still an article of 
Nato faith, says that the pact has a two- 
fold task: that of credibly safeguarding 
its treaty area from Warsaw Pact attacks 
and of keeping a hand outstretched to 
the East.. 

This dual role lends a | political dimen- 
sion»to a pact founded out 9 miliary 
necessity. 

lt also lent greater importance to the 
domestic policy considerations öf indi- 
vidual Nato partners, considerations 
that ãt times seemed to outweigh the re- 
quirements of Nato's main intery obo 
jectives. E 

Given'the current E many a Na- 
to + pundit in Brussels will wonder 
ا‎ a 


2 "Eyes arê cast mdinly iti thie’ direétlûî 
of the Federal Republic of Germanys 
Nato’s mûinstay {other thn the United 
States, that is). 
' Nato can only be efféctlvê iffts mem- 
bers are :ağreed on crucial’ political and 
strategic issues. Fear’ Keeps Poor coun” 
„Sontinued و‎ pajè 7 ٠ 
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the Soviet Union back to the Geneva 


Routes to tour in Germany 


Hambürg, 20 April 1986 
Twenty-flfth year - No. 1222 - By alr 


The Spa Route 


Germari roads will get you . 
there, say to spas and health. 
resorts spread not all over the 
cûuntry but along ã röUte 
easily travelled and scenically 
attractive. From Lahnstein; 
opposite Koblenz, the Spa 
Route runs along the wooded 
chalh of hills that border thie 
Rhine valley. Health cures in 
these resorts are particularly’ 
successful in dealing with 
rheumatism and 
gynaecological disorders and 
cardiac and:circulatory. ‘ 
complaints, Even if you 
haven't enough time to take a 
full course of treatment, YOU - 
ought to take a look at a few 
pump rooms and sanatorlums. 
In Bad Ems you must not miss 
the historic inn known as the 
Wirtshaus an der Lahn. In Bad 
Schwalbach see for yourself ` 
the magnificent Kursaal. Take 
û walk round the Kürpark in 
Wiesbaden and see the city's 
casino. Elegant Wiesbaden 
dates baçk to the late 19th, 
century Wilhelminian era, 


he fundamental difference between 

America as a world power and the 
timited potential of its European part- 
qers in the Atlantic pact is readily ap- 
parent again. 

It isn't just a matter of Colonel Gad- 
dafi, whom President Reagan would like 
to put in his place on account of Libya's 
linchpin role.in international terrorism. 

It is also one of how Washington and 
the Western Europeans approach con- 
tinuation of the East-West dialogue. 

A Dutch Nùto observer once charac- 
terised differences in behaviour by say- 
ing the United States always tended 
toward lhe arrogance of power whereas 
Western.Europe tended toward the iur- 


ang ofimputence. 
İncê PEPER Reagan came to pow” 


er Wi has indeed consistently 
sought to remedy what the prevailing 
conservative US opinion sees as a de- 
cline in American prestige. 

This purpose is served both by the 
enormous US arms effort and by a mix- 
ture of rhetoric and GeCRsional showing 
the flag. 

` Despite the Geneva summit and plans 
for a second summit meeting between 
President Reagan and Mr Gorbachov 
America remains pledged lo fight Soviet 
expansionism and communist ideology. 

In Nalo too the Americans never'tire 
of pointing out’ that since Mr Reagan as- 
sumed power there has been no expan- 

sion of;the Soviet sphere of influence or 
of that ofits allies allies from Afghanis- 
e via Ethiopia and Angola: to Nicara+ 


Visit Germany and let thé Spa 
Route be your guide. . 


dy: ‘American determination has 
ans ori the rurj” which is 
st. not just of ithe’ United 
but of the entire Western world, 
cC" promises to benefit From. Amerl- 

cA having regained, xij 
This strengtirf 


in the inlere, 


ORIMIY Dr OUSNL. 


conference table bécause the Soviet Un- 
ion is only prepared to give and take 
when it feels able to.respect. the other 
,Slde's strength, 
is linear ‘American Dk does 
Not alway tally with what the Europeans 
, "Ve learnt.and. fear, which in turn is a 
: Tesult of thelr teographic, strategic ahd 
torical proximity to Russia and East- 
ern urope. 
: This is frequently apparent in confid- 
entlal: analyses undertaken for: he 
: North. Atlantic Çjunci 


1 Wiesbaden 2 ا‎ 
2 Schlangenbad.. 
3 BadEms ™". ' 
4 Bad Sehwalbach’:'’’.. 


1 -Onrthig,. Nato’ gov 5: there 

: E 1 ۴ 8 plain spëeakiiğ, with’ everyone giving 

DZT DEUTSCHE ZENÎRALE j 8 considered..ppinion,; with, due eon- 

FÛÜR TOURISMUS EV ‘sideration 1 for national interests. and'prir 
Beetfiovenstrasse 69, D-6000 Frankfut/M. 


orities, .and.. trying to . reconcile’ them 


Rau's one-time rival for the SPD leader: 
ship. 

Herr Farthmann's economic policy 
paper fas virtually slashed to, ripbons 
the compromise. painstakingly put to- 
gether by Wolfgang Roth, SPD parlia- 
mentary party spokesman in Bonn. 

Herr Fûrthmann says the free market 
economy has been reduced to absurdity, 
which is why the state must constantly 
intervene and maintain a ,continuous 
presence. Thiş iş a policy line that suits 
neither Herr Rau nor the SPD campaign 
approach. . 2 0 

Social Democratic,economic policy is 
to be free market-orientated but. with 
more intensive, use of overall control 
than the right-wing coalition would be 
either. willing or able to do. ' . ,,. 

A further problem the Social Demoqc- 

rats are rçluctant to discusş is that they 
will have virtually no potential coalition 
partners even jf they make convincing 
headway at the polls. . 
„ Johannes Rauhas decided not to con- 
sider a coalition with the Greens. He 
cannot afford to follow in Hesse Premi- 
er Holger Börner's footsteps and proc- 
laim with a wry grin after the event thal 
he had not meanlit dogmatically. 

The realist wing that currently holdş 
sway among the Greens would be only 

too happy to be considered potential 
coalition partners. 

They haye lowered their sights and 
say they could be accomplished step by 
step, and the fundamentalist wing of 
the party has nat torn the Greens apart 
as a result either. 

The Grecus, fhey argue, no longer 

Continued on page 4 
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Problems beset all parties.in - 


al election run-Uüp .- 


The Sacial Democrats can have 
greater cause for satisfaction on this 
account. Their Shadow Chancellor, 
North Rhine-Westphalian Premier Jo- 
hannes Rau, has yet to bear the battle 
scars of political, .commitmgnts , in 
Bonn: . 2 و چ‎ 
,„« Heereates a cheerful, unworried im: 
pression. He only occasionally makes 
policy points of his own, He puts in a 
fair amount of travel tO gain expêri- 
ence and recognition in foreign policy, 

He is saving his strength for the war 
of attrition that is sure to take iis re- 
lentless toll once the camipaign starts in 
earnest after the summer recess. 

But that is as far-as the SPD's advan- 
tages go. Time and again leading Social 
Democrats who cannot be denied com- 
petence and specialised knowledge 
sound a critical note. 2 

. Saar Premier Oskar Lafontaine, for 
instance, has called for a withdrawal 
from the integrated Nato military com- 
mand. This is a point on which the na- 
tional executive musi quickly pul the 
record straight, and Herr Rau has had 
his associates do so. 

Econumic policy cager beavers are 
also at work, such as Friedhelm Farth- 
mann, SPD leader in the North Rhinc- 
Westphalian state assembly and Herr 


` Hë needs the Free Demociéts: hot 
just to make sure of a coalition majority 


at thé þollš bùt also to keep 
bay. e 

Yet thé ' CDU would nû more like to 
see the FDP too powerful than the CSU 
would. ' 

If thé, Free Democrats were to gain 
too heavily at the polls {he trouble the 
Christian Democrats already have with 
Herr Bangemann and his associates 
would be compounded and Herr 
Strauss would have ever better reason 
for gröusing in interviews and in articles 
in the CSU weekly Bayernkutrier. 

These points are problematic enough 
for campaign strategists at the Konrad- 
Adenauer-Haus, CDU headquarters in 
Bonn. But their greatest handicap is the 
man who ought to be their greatest as- 
set, Chancellor Kohl. 

The Chancellor is not popular en- 
ough for the CDU to lead its campaign 
with the slogan “It's the Chancellor who 
counts." It probably isn't; the party who 
backs hîm is more likely to matter. 


the CSU at 


ers will their backs to the wall ire un- 
moved hy fine words alone. 

They don't even have to vote SPD or 
Green on 15 June. It would be suffi- 
ciently catastrophic for the CDU if 
they abstained. 

Herr Albrecht and his party are in a 
fix. They may have to ask supporters to 
vote FDP lo ensure that the Free Dem- 


ocrats are returned in sufficient 
strength to form a coalition with a 
weaker CDU. 


Tû try to retain power wilh an absa- 
lute majority would be fo run an incal- 
culable risk. SAE 

Ernst Albrecht is' particularly an- 
nûyed because “"Bönn" and thë ChHan- 
cellor seem to fail to lave realised that 
if tht-‘CDU lêse Lower Sazony ‘they 
will losê control of the’ Blndesyat, of 
Ûppêr House in Boi" ®" 

So it is high timê’ hê CDU fi Bonn 
closéd ranks and batkëtl'îhê party in 
LöowërSaxûny, the atgumëitt'rûrisi "' 

" Hérr Šéhröder is equally dişatisfied 
with hê backing Hé’ haš Deen"giveh ‘Bb 
the SPD in Bonn. He is particularly ' up’ 
set that the SPD is concentrating: on 


. Cloşer result 
likely in 


Lower Saxony 


which Premier Albrecht could, claim 
much of the credit. 


opin: j: rhe 


2 Yofers What 


ی 
.ı Hest, ;Sehröder .says; the. Chancellor‏ 
is ;his best aleçtion aide, while: Hawer‏ 
Saxon: GDU:. leader ر:Wilfried .Hassel-‏ 
mann gaid.some, time ago.that the. CDU‏ 
would win the state assembly, eleçtiang‏ 
ifonly Herr Kohl lenft.it qo;assistançe,‏ 
!Evyen .Herr . Albrecht. .noW..ı seems‏ 
more inclined to stand !aloof.from.the‏ 
Chancellor, «. ..: ir; ails‏ 
The farmers’ vote is ‘still substantial‏ 
in ‘Lower. Saxony;: iand. dissatisfied‏ 
farmers ‘area ,fùrther':handicap ‘the‏ 
CDU faces. Su has Fit fie ui‏ 
"Most of'whaf the Bonn ‘governmenl‏ ' 
has promisekl ‘them 18-a distant’ pr‏ 


‘spêctias mot'farîiers see ifjland’fatm- 


ower Saxon Premier Ernst Al- 
hrecht aul the CDU no lunger 
SEU is SUL ù» Mey did ù içw ınonths 
ago of retaining power with FDP sup- 
porl at the state assembly polls in mid- 
June. 

Some pundits are no longer ruling 
out the possibility of SPD leader Ger- 
hard Schrêder being returned to power 
with backing from the Greens. 

As the election deadline draws near- 
er the campaign is gaining momentum 
between the Harz and the North Sea 
and, unless the signs are deceptive, 
there has been a perceptible change in 
the basic tenor of electoral opinion. 

This uriexpected change has mainly 
benefited the Social’ Democrats and 
the Greens, treated by’-SPD leader 
Gerhard Schröder to the whip and'car- 
rot treatment. 

The CDU no longér seems so sute of 
itself, Doubts have’arisen: in the.fdnks 
of the' party that‘has' held power ui 
éhallènged ih Hanèöver forthe past’ 10Û 
yeara;.. 1 ESE 0 O n 1 

It hiš: given’ the‘ Social Democrats, 
most’ öf whom:!hadilong: abandoned 
hopê; a fresh lease.of life,  : . 


IHOt: Yst!-be: «quarftiffeld, ‘A ''Marêh 
opinion -'pûlfl*" commissianetl “by * thè 
‘Land government reflects tte prevlous 
pleture; r. tras. hn 
‘If'elections ‘had beenheld’ thè-fol- 
lowing Sunday {the ‘pollsters’ rinvar- 
iable quéstién), 48 pér-tenit of Lower 
Saxon Yoters-questioried would have 
voted CDU and almost 41 per cent 
SPD i. i e eg, 
." Slx‘per'cent would'have'voted Green 
afid'’ fourirper cent : FDP) The Free 
Demoorats invariably fafe better. lon 
the day than pollsters have’‘ptevlously 
forebastr: “‘ is ا‎ 
But: this Marck opinion’ 'afteidy 
mêade'it.clêar the outcome was likelyıté. 
bè narrower than"many-kiûd imagiùed. 
In 1982 the CDU polled a spectacular 


. .dibsolute majortty:of 50.7ipjer'eent for 
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. Il parties have drawn up campaign 

strategies for next January's general 

election but they still have their election 
worries. ر‎ 

Targets.have been: set too high to be 
reached with ease and ranks are not yet 
closed and serried. , , 4 . 

.Some parties have their work cut out 
creating at least an impression of unity 
and cohesion. ا‎ 

‘The Social.Democrats would soonest 
gain an absojute.majority, which is defi- 
nitely wishîul thinking as matters stand, 

The Christian Democrats would 
sğûnêést not lose ground so ãs not to lay 
themselves open to too much pressire 
from their coalition pairtnets the ‘Free 
Democrats, but their supporters are 
worried the CDU may face lossçs.: ° 

The Free Democrats have unrealistic 
visions of drawing level with,. orieven 
outperforming; the Christian Social Un- 
ion; Franz Josef Strauss's Bavarian wing 
of the CDU, and then playing an even 
more decisive “taillwagging" role in the 
Bonn.çoalition. . 

The Greens,-while not wanting to woo 
the Social. Democrats, would. like to 
persuade voters they are reformers and 

tential coalition partners capable of 

hing contênt with gradual progress. 

What the FDP, the Liberals, hope will 
see them first pašt their particular post 
is no secret. They. see themselves as the 
guardians of the grail of Ludwig Er- 
hard's free market economy and not just 
a business party. : 

‘Sound economic policies, they argue, 
make social or welfare policies super- 
fluous. So much for the theory. It is al- 
most ideally advocated by Otto Lambs- 
dorff, the former Economic Affairs 
Minister. . 

But his successor Martin Bargemann, 
the present FDP leader. is the min whe 
will inevitably_present LDH’ pulıcy, and 
his popularity is not the best. 

Fle stands to gain nothing by adding a 
few bows from Ranald Reagan's quiver 
to the Erhard-style free market econo- 
my. 

For one, this predominantly econom- 
ic orientation, to the ‘neglect of social 
considerations, is not even to the liking 
of all Free Democrats. 

For another, commitled erstwhile 
Liberal supporters of the coalition with 
the SPD such as Gerhart Baum, Bùrk- 
hard Hirsch and Hildegard Hamm- 
Brücher dislike seeing the. FDP relegate 
to a back-seat role its function as a 
watchdog of constitutional government 

and the rule of law: ر ا‎ 

Sohey call for.a strong ecological ac- 


estment, so they will do,the 
bea no harm and be to a es 
Free Demötit of iis Apion? 


0 
are unlikely to. be wildly ehthusiastie 
about FDP Içader Bangemann. Hê may 
radiate Optimism’ aid sund bright and 
unjaded, but hé sjeakš oüt too unkiésita- 
tingly arid might do betir to think be- 
fote hê talks,” o i ml 

The Chistian’ Démoerits até having 
trouble with their old problèh, the claşh 
between the ‘CDU and thé CSÜ: Hert 
Strauss constantly calls for the change 


in domestic ind:{egdl- policies promised . 
when the: present ‘coalitloii'"éame to 


Power in Octûber 1982,. -' * i i 


Prompt and ldéfertmined “leadérslifj, 
clear decisions aid’ definite ‘aims’ and . 


Objectives are badly''néeded: The: CDU 
leader, Chancellor Kohl, could nötjþrök 

E ‘even if he were not the man 
o E e EEA 


clean break | 
with Gaddafi 


I declaring two medium-rank qf 

cials of the Libyan people's bure, 
or embassy, persona non grata andy 
dering their expulsion Bonn did 
least it could in every respect. 

Even in making a move designelı 
suit .the US government Bonn bh 
„Shown that German interests exist ıi 
that they are not identical with thogr 
the United States. 

.. Chancellor Kohl may have pi 

laimed that “we.will not allow our 4 
erican friends to be bombed or ter 
rised out,” but that was merely a smok 
screen insufficient to conceal the difr 
enceof opinion. 

There was a very real background 
the determined way in which the Bori 
government insisted there was no dire 
link between the bombing of a Berlı 
discotheque and the expulsion of the 
Libyan diplomats. 

The coalition was keen to avoid at all 
costs creating the impression that it ws5- 
obliging the United States. 

No attention was paid tû the cal l 
US aribassador:; Richatd Burt for lk 
Libyan people's ‘bureau in Bonn to k 
shut down  êntirely, while US pointerst 
lirıks between Libyans in Bonn and tk 
bomb raid in Berlin were dismissed # 
“assertions.” 

Bonn dismissed any such idea, car 
ceding only that there might be a lit 
with the Libyan embassy in East Bert 
As for economic sanctions agains LÈ 
ya. another point America is kew# 
Bonn never as much as mentioned th2 

This attitude is bound to prompt 
appointment; if not worse, in the Rer 
gan administration now it has derler 
Colonel Gaddafi its arch-eneıniy. So ¥ 
another mortgage weighs heavily 
German-American ties. 

But as always with mortgages, theft 
are times when one has to be raised f 
achieve a given objective, and at pres 
the aim is to avoid a clean break wid 
Libya. 

It little matters whether economic. 
terests or considerations of a more ge 


legeywhich is surely a point thı 
some weight. 


'..Eielding nothing but the #Ël 3 
` ment, that.thero is evidence,ky}®0 P' a 
of Libya being to blame, gounds an; 


ly unprof 0 

teme J unpro e e | 

“Merkur/Christ und w1 
Bonn, 12 Aprill® 
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ited States, where nuch of the substantial 

,„ Federal budget deficit hasbeen run up be- 

cause farm subsidies for and against just 

about. everything have not been scrapped 
evert by free trader Ronald Reagan. 

On both sides of the Atlantic the farm 

lobby has set up a closed shop similar to 

, the mediaeval guild system and just as 

inflexible. ر‎ : 

Competition, the credo of every liberal 
economic system, is alien to the system, 

Compared with other conditions in 
affluent America, Europe and Japan the 
agricultural market structure has much 
in common with the Munich Opera or 
the Hamburg Schauspiglhaus. Both are 
subsidised to the:hilt and a cqstly remin- 
der of the 19th century. 

So it would be absurd if cries of outrage 
from the farming lobby, this time in the 
United States, were to hatrî what are basi- 
cally sound transatlantic economic ties. 

When the smoke has.cleared it will 
soon be seen that the farmers, have.only 
done as much damage as industrial and 
capital.interests on both sides of the At- 
lantic.were prepared to tolerate. 

No politician in either. the United 
States or Western Europe will be pre- 
pared to let matters come to such a head 
that agricultural market practices, so 
hostile to competition, are taken over in 
industrial markets too, 

America and Europe are industrial, 
not agrarian economies. Both are go- 
verned by politicians who are bound to 
abide by pragmatism. So the farm mar- 
ket hysterics will soon be toned down. 

. Dieter Fuchs 
(Deutsches Allgemeines Sonntagsblatt, 
Hamburg, 13 April 1986) 


fect that consumers on both sides of the 
Arllantic will have to pay more. 

. The Americans prefer to disregard 
the fact that many Spanish and Portu- 
guese industrial tariffs are to be 
serapped now the Iberian countries 
have joined the European Community. 

‘America may not, of course, stand to 
gain so much from these tariff reduc- 
tions inasmuch as General.Motors and 
Ford’fiave long had production facilities 
of their'own in Spain. 

. Airerafl manufacturers such as Boe- 
ing can sell their monopoly products, 
such as the Jumbo’ jel, regardless of ta- 
` riff barriers, 1 

What worries the American is the in- 


, by who have so far succeeded in enlist- 
ing the support of every US Président. 
„The latest trade war. between two 
, leading free trade zones, begun with the 
` heavy artillery, amounts, to yet another 
fdight between subsidised agricultural! 

systems. : 
` The European agricultural market is 
well known to be a consumer-hostile, 
centrally-run mammoth institution Öut- 
done only by the centrally-admiiistered 
communist economies in its outmoded 
systent of accounts. . 
The situation is little better in the Un- 


ي 


are felt to upset a system that ought, as 
Europe sees it, to abide by the classic 
rules'of pölités+andidiplomacy: 

In the final analysis, as experienced 
Nato politicians admit, it amounts to en- 
vy of the United States for ‘being cap- 
able, by virtue of its size and strength; of 
much more far-reaching renewal than is 
possible on the Continent. 

“Yet iieither the arrogance of power 
nor its mirror image, the arrogance of 
Impotence, are of any further assistance. 

Europe remains immediately affects 
by the progress of US-Soviet talks. The 
Libyan trouble spot remains beneath 
Nato's southern flank, 

Europe is threatened in equal mea- 
sure by the risk of an uncontrolled arms 
build-up by both superpowers and by an 
expansion of what is arguably the most 
dangerous form of conflict in this ‘day 
and age: terrorism. ب‎ 

In the circumstances Nato, it is 
agreed in Brussels, remains the best forum 
in which to arrive at joint resolutions. .- 

It haş a crucial part to play both in 
a realistic search for controlled East- 
West detente and in coming.-tp, terms 
withthe new, dangers. ..:. = j... 

Otherwise Western Europe can only 
backslide into nevtralism, which would 
make, the Continent a glacis of Soviet 
Power, 1 


America can as, little ive without the 


eastern bulwark on the opposite side of ` 


the Atlantic basin as Europe can afford . 
io dispense with the US nuclear,shield, 
there being no substitute.for, Amerlça's 
deterrent potential... . 
So it is mère important than 


ever to 


"` keep the tw pillhrs tégether: 77 


;: i That presupposes, as experts say in 


Brussels, pialn speaking when needed. 

America aš a world is. more likely to 

take its partners’ interests seriously and 

incorporate them in US policy if their 
case is stated credibly. 

Jan Reifenberg 
` (Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 
flr Deutschland, 12 April 1986) 


Continued from page 1 


sel. Hesitation does not impress Wash- 
ington. Procrastination heightens Am- 
erican tendencies to accuse the Euro- 
peans of lack of resolve. 

The Americans may also accuse Eu- 
rope, unfairly, of not contributing en- 
ough, ia material terms, to its own def- 
ence, 2 : 

This kind of talk, heightens tie incli- 
ration, to hold summit talks with the Sq- 
viet Union on a , süperpowerto- 
superpower basis, . ..„, ,. : 

France, having quit the integrated 

Natê tömthand 20 years ago, retains the 
lixury privilegê of being able, from its 
special 'vantağe-pûînt, té accuse Nato 
from time to time of lacking truly Euro- 
pean resolve,’ * ٠ ا‎ 
i" This' special status is’also why it is of- 
ten French representatives in the North 
Atlantic Council who voice misgivings 
others may be reluctant to articulate for 
fear of a reduction in US protection. ' 
.: European Nato countries do.. not 
doubt for a momerit that it would be 
useful if Europe were to speak .more 
boldly with one voice, especially in view 
ofthe greater self-assurance. of Presi- 
dent Reagan's America, : 

The Euro Group, set up in 1968 to 
coordinate and .,strengthen effçctive 
joint defence, has yçt tq gain more than 
"1 modicum of political inportance over 
andl.above its technical role, 

This has been rendily apparent in the 
discussion of East-West issues such as 
the. congeivoble consequences of the 
American ŞDI programme or the search 
2 effective joint steps to fight lerror- 

Ii is also evident in the contipued dif- 
ficulty European Nato countrcs have In 
coming to terms with what Henry Kis- 
singer once called America's “quest for 
ihenew" 

Instead of seeing continuity in the 
broud outlines of US foreign policy 
since 1945, practical policy changes 
from one US administration ta the next 


0 
WY ia Europe apd the, United 

States are not always on the best 
of terms. Since Vietnam’ahd Watergate 


2 


m= WORLD AFFAIRS 


Transatlantic trade clash is 
.. unlikely to lead to war 


Europeans have from time to time felt 
confronted by C, Wright Mills’ Ugly 
American.’ و‎ 


` US politicians have been irritated by . 


the new feeling of Eurgpean self-assur¬ 

nce that took shape .at roughly thé 

same lime. . ا‎ 
There are, in contratt, few objective 


reasons for misunderstanding between ; terests of US farmers, a hard-nosed lob- 


‘Americans and Europeans and their re- 
spective politiclans,  ., 

Even if President Reagan and his 
West coast brigade prefer.to conisider 
first America, then thé Pacific rather. 
than Europe, there still need hardly be 
clashes, 2 


But there are, and maiıly in connec- 


ton : with military matters and free 

trade, The Uniledi Slates as a superpow- 

er expects the Europeans to follow ev- 
ery little twisl and turn of-US strategy 
even On arms in outer space. 

It also expects the Europeans to take 
as liberal a view of interhalional trade as 
the US government itself purports to es- 
pouse. 

So clashes invariably occur in world 
tIrmle when what are fell to be thrent- 
ened indûstries, such as steel and agri- 

culture, appear to be in danger. 

The United States recently threat- 
encd to impose punitive tariffs on im- 
porls from {he European Community if 
Spain and Portugal, new members of the 
Common Market, increased their im- 
porl tariffs, which by European Com- 
munily rules they must, 

European Community heads of gov- 
ernment have succeeded after complex 
negotiations in agreeing On membétship 
terms for Spain and Portugal, inevitably 
with international political conse- 
quences i E 
„The Community fas its Common Ag- 
ricultural Policy (CAP), wtiich’ cannot 
be to the Hiking of any colitry kee to 
export ils own agricultural ' produce to 
Europe. E 

Amêrican farm’ exports to' Spain and 
Portugal uséd only io have tö scale a 20~ 
per-cent tariff barrier, 'so Européan 
Community "lariffs arê not at’ all wel- 
come, چ‎ ۳ A 1٠ 2 0 

Spain and Portugal nov impose CAP 
têrilfs of ûp’lb'1Û0'per tent. That, says 
Washîrigton, is unacceptable. 

‘Tf the Commön NMîarkel countriés are 
nut prepared Lo reach a conipröémise, in 
ather words agrec to a lariff reduction, 
with the United States, America will 
submit a list of European agricultural 
imports on which i1 could impose puni- 
tive tariffs, 

‘They range from whisky, beer and 
cured. hum to wine, cheese, ollves and 
boiled hanı: something fron every elinı- 
ute zone in the European Community. 

‘The uropcan Comnilssion promptly 
drew up counter-counler-measures Us 
though two feels faced each ather in 
full line of battle. 2 

Sanctions, retaliation and whatever 
uther termı ınay be preferred can be es- 
calated by either side with the sole ef- 


1 
ty regardless of race and nationality. Tutz- f 1 
ing made it clear how difficult the unions . 2 
slill find this process of adjustment when . 
trade union representatives were con” 
fronted with the demand for foreigners to 
be represented on union executive bodies 
in keeping with their union memberşhip. 
Karl-Heinz Goebels of the national 


Düsseldorf-based trades union confed- E 
eration, was unmistakably annoyed, The ES 
work that really mattered, he said, was 
done at the grass-roots level. : 
Even-so, there are trade union cam-’ 
paigns in ‘Germany that could make a 1 
world of difference. The Mach meinen 1 
Kumpel nich! an campaign was 
launched by the DGB youth movement. 
It was modelled on the French 
Touche: pûš û moh pote campaign, which 


„ WAS organised by self-help groups. 


These groups play an important role 
in Holland too, where racial minorities 1 
with church backing run courses for ! 
“white aborigines.” 

‘They are an experiment testifying to a 
new sense of self-assurance among the 
oppressed, a trend reminiscent in many 
ways of the women's movement. 

A young woman from Surinam, ex- 
plaining the concept, says blacks help 
whites to free themselves. Many Dutch 
people attend these weekend courses 
without realising what they are letting 
themselves in for. 

They then find themselves in the op- 
erating theatre and are taught to realise 
what racist prejudice they have come to 
accept in their process of socialisation. 

Only once they have realised this fact 
does joint work in public begin. 

“The best way to find out what happens 
is to attend a course,” said 41 Dutchınan in 
Tutzing. “It's amazing how much these 
three days can change you,” he felt. 

lt will he a while before Turks in Ger- E 
many can ‘hold courses to show Qermans 
what it's Jike to be at the receiving end of 
racial discrimination That woûld presup- 
pose more children from Islamic families 
going to high school and university. At 
present their number is virtually nil. ' 

Neither Turks in Germany nor Moroc- 
cans in France stand to benefit from the 
goodwill shown by liberal clergymen. 

“It's all very well demonstrating 
against the evilş of apartheid," Boateng 
said, “withoüt seeing thê extent to which 
you yourself are to blamei™ ا‎ 

The WCC ‘has’ closed its accounts 
with’ three Banks, including Dresdner 
Bank in Germaniy; that have funded lo- 
ans to the South Afritahn goverîiment. 

' As ‘the Church Council on Migfant 
Workers in Eurépe puts it: “Sjtipathy 
for pêople affected by ratisii'is'hd: sub- 
stitute ford strateğy lo êlimihate pra 
tice Of oppression, bê they’ conscious 
or unconscious." '. - Wolfgang Roth 

(Süddeutsche Zeitung, Munich, 1 3 March’ 1986) 
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European racial discrimination 


ings against discrimination and dispar- 
aging comments might do more harm 
than good, An appropriatëè public re- 
sponse would certainly be preferable: 
No-one at Tutzing shared her confid-= 
ence in the good sense of the general pu- 
blic. Continued high, unemployment was 
felt to fuel the fires of scapegoat theories. 

Politicians in their election cam¬, 
paigns Were not always able to resist the . 
temptation to oversimplify and falsify 
the picture. . . 

Çhristian Democrat Heinrich Lum- 
mer, Interior Senator in Berlin, has sug- 
gested abolishing the, constitutional 
right of asylum. Jürgen Miksch, deputy 
head of the Tutzing academy, said the 
level to which a Christian party had 
sunk was appalling. 

Legislation might not, as Frau Funcke 
said, change people's views. But how 
else was xenophobia to be fought? 

The 300-odd Christian churches repre- 
sented in the World Council of Churches 
are undoubtedly a major, internationally 
organised bulwark against racism and xen- 
ophobia, the conference was told. 

Programmes aimed at helping racially 
oppressed people have been drawn up 
by the WCC since 1969. 

In Western Europe the emphasis is on 
migrant workers, on Africans, Asians, 
South and Central Americans returning to 
their “mother countries" and on ethnic mi- 
narities such ûs the Lapps in Narway and 
ıhc Romanies in Germany. 

"1 The churches in Germany have’made 
û point of opposing oppression of Ro- 
manies, but they can hardly claim to 
have made much impression on the gen- 
eral public. : 

Mention was made at Tutzing of self- 
help’ groups in Britain, France and Hol- 

land that had taken up the everyday’ fight 
against racism and hatred of foreigners. 

‘Demands have been made every- 

where for foreign residents to be given 
the right to vote in'local govérrmênt 
elections, but only Holland hês yet done 
soin the Europeah Community: 

Trade union ‘support has been enlist 
ed evên thoüğgh’ the unions’ are not, ifi 
Europe, ideally suited to serve this put 
pose. The smaHer a ünion is, the iibore 
determined’ it must bê to defend’ its 
members’ privileges, and foreigners'cah 
seriolisly'jeopardise them. چ‎ 

‘It took'time for "the trade unions to 
realise that it was their duty to help the 
underprivileged in! iridttstrialiséd socie- 


manu! acturer's or supplier's 


adds. r 
A telephone. number ls listed for '.: 
each suppller, hh 

1,400 þağeš A4, Iidexêd in 
English nd French... , 
Price: DM9S0.95 post free In 
-Germahy, DM100 elf abrond; 


Alfmall,exirk.; 


compared at Tutzing. 


treatment. Comparison with the situa- 
tion in Germafy was self-evident.. The 
millionth “guest worker” was welcomed’ 
to Germahy in 1961 and migrants have 
since grown roots here. 6 

Unemployment hit them disproportion- 
ately hard. Those who appiied for unem- 
ployment benefit were often deported. 

June Givanni's comment “It was now 
our duty to go” applied in equal mea” 
sure.to aliens in the Federal Republic, 

A report submitted by a commissiûn 
of enquiry to the European Parliament 
at the end of last year also sounds an 
alarming note. lt deals with the resurg- 
ence of fascism and racism in Europe. 

The conclusion it reaches is that the 
activities of right-wing extremist groups 
must be closely monitored because of 
the rjsk of violence. 

But the emergence of more or less 
diffuse feelings of xenophobia is even 
more alarming, the report says. Immi- 
grant groups are hardest hit by this 
phenomenon. 

They experience “daily signs of mis- 
trust and hostility, aud despite legisla- 
tive effort encounter constant discrimi 
nation in the search for work and a 
hame and in the use uf sucial services.” 

ln Germany "legislative elforts" buve 
lately consisted mainly of bids to: pre- 
vent migrant workers from bringing 
their families over here and to encou- 
rage them to repatriate. 

Interior Minister Friedrich Zimmer- 
mann'was keer'to allow only children 
under the age of six to join their families 
in Germany. His plans were foiled by 
the opposition of the Fret Democrats, 
junior .partners in the Bonn coalition, 
and the churches. 

Free Democrat Liselotte Funcke, 
Federal government commissioner for 
foreigners’ affairs, told the Tutzing con- 
ferehce she had successfully.been ‘able 
to point out that no other‘country had 
such strict reğulations. 1’. 8 

Yet she was not ih favour of a keyde“ 
mand made by Tutzing working parties 
{and the European Parliament commit- 
tee): the ‘call for anti-diserimination 
legislation. SL E 
Frau’ Funtke' felt criminal proteed- 
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acism was discussed by representa- 
tives of minorities at the receiving 
end of raciğl discrimination'in ‘Europe 
at a conference held by the Protestant 
Academy in Tutzing, Bavaria. 

Would you think of racial discrimina- 
tion when eating a chocolate marshmal- 
low? If you were German you might. in 
German they are known as Negerkiisse, 
or “nigger's kisses." : 

There is no mistaking the implication 
of negro women aş the objects of lust 
they so often are in hard porn movies. 
As for the black man's legendary sexual 
prowess, it is a fear and prejudice that is 
still alive and well. 7 

So are fears of the Italians who are 
robbing us of “our” jobs and of the Turks 
who are only here for “our” welfare state 

and “our” women. Not to mention fears of 
Germany and German culture being over- 
whelmed by alien influences. 

It was heartening to see at Tutzing 
how differently Germans and foreigners 
viewed the subject, Germans, with 
memories of Third Reich genocide, 
drew a subtle distinction between rac- 
ism and xenophobia. Victims of discri* 
mination were not much’ worried about 

definitions. 3 . 
Paul Boateng, a Briton who works for 
an anti-racism programme of the World 
Council of Churches, said he felt it was 
hardly worthwhile discussing on board 
a sinking ship whether the predicament 
was due to a hurricane or to a typhoon. 

His definition of racism was a compre- 
hensive one: the interplay of power and 
prejudice that maintained the supremacy 
of one group at another's expense. 

He should know, looking after a par- 
ish in Brixton, South London, where 66 
per cent of coloured youngsters are re- 
gistered unemployed. 

After the Brixton riots a few yeurs gu 
Mrs Thatahagta.Tory government axed 
funds for underprivileged coloured people 
and dismissed the churches’ counter-prop- 
osals as sheer Marxism. 

Everyday racism in ‘Britain, France and 
Holland was discussed at Tutzing, and it 
was clear that in all three countries a 
struggle is in progtess between the ersi- 
while colonisers and colonised for a share 
of prosperity in the mother country. 

'The situation in Germany was not igno- 
red, so readily did parallels come to mind. 
Raids on foreigriers' homes, the murder of 
a Turk in Hamburg and the growing numi- 

ber of foreigners who have abandonêd 
hopê are surely food for thought. 8 

, June Givanni, whose ‘mother was born 
ir Guayana and cime to Britain as a nurse 

in 1953; said hef family had been brought 

verto lielp'build a better Britain. ° 

The‘status of coloured citizens wis 
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documents not having been subniyy 
even after several reminders, 


Soldiers or reservists can Still ap; 
to be examined in person by the : 
tion panel and they can still ap’ 
against a decision that does Not gok 
their favour {although they can no 
er appeal to as many courts as inj 
past). 

Length of service is the drawbat 
Social service is now for one third log: 
er than military service: 20 months nê 
erthan 15. 


.. At the end of the decade when 
scription is. increased from 15 tol 
months social service will be for ù, 
years. . 


This provision would appear oni 
face-ofit to be in breach of Basic la 
which is one ofthe main reasons ¥ 
the Social Democrats and Greens lai 
their case to the Federal Constitutiok 
Court. 


But the court found, ‘in keeping wil 
its 1977 ruling, that a tonger périod d 
social service merely redressed the bal 
ance with ‘conscription plus commit 
ments as resérvists. ر‎ 

Yet many youngsters still apply for 
exemption from military service. ; 
year's 54,000 applicants wes about 8w 
erage for the 1980ş, Fluctualions aah 
numbers have steadily increased sin 
1960... 

‘The first major increase, from 5,96: 
in 1967 to 11,952 in 1968, came in ik 
wake of the Vietnam War. By the mid 
1970s applicants averaged 40,000 ı 
year. 


Defence Ministry planners were er 
pecting numbers to even out at this k 
vel, but last year's 54,000 showed di 
mplan to have been over-opii# 
tie. 

Kurt Kista 

(Süddeutsche Zeitung, Munich, 10 April 1% 


bers debate was superfluous, Numb 
could not be contained by domesl 
legislation but only, if at all, by intern 
tional agreement. 

Why then was legislation planned ifi 
was going to have no real effect, ask 
Burkhard Hirsch, FDP, 2 

Asylum procedure was made: moft 
stringent in the early 19808 when con 
pulsory visas were introduced for Yis 
tors from asylum-seekers' countries of 
origin. 2 

Applicants were also required to sta 
ir the‘ Federal Republic on lowér we 
fare’ payments throughout the applic 
tion processing procedure. 


: y7 now btlng changed etively to thet 
These changes were agreed by Ek E halged retroaclivély tO tlie r 
al and Lğnder politicians after $ e RE ile whites o 


. givén preferential 


hr 
for es ud 


. 


‘caüits ‘skyrocketed to ‘over 100; 4 
1980, i: ا‎ 


` ‘Numbètrs have since declined, arg. 
ably die irainly to’ thé Lifting f tart: 


law in Turkey and the ter outlotl 
there, N i di r 
.: RoYgHiRRI,. the 1980 applies ' 
. were Tü etermiied to go to # | 


1êngth to avoid repatriatiûn, 
This only goes to show that reasth i 


for the influx of refugees to the İndustf | 


alised countries are. what matter, 4% 
that legislation alone — short of are 
slon of Basic Law — will not cif 


them. , N 0 
. Experts from the Speyer. college % 
public. administration wonderel whe! 


er the law of asylum-was an.qpen ا‎ 


illegally enabling Third World 


seekers to enter at leisure, . 
` The facts. 


. 1 ر‎ 
and: figures. would: seer 


e O SME 
(General-Anzeigor, Bonn,. 18 Marel 1984 


indicate that it isn’t. ., -, 
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Conscientious objectors: backbone of the 


years 


It did so mainly because the amend- 
ment allowed conscripts a de facto 
straight choice between military and so- 
cial service.which the constitution was 
felt not to envisage. 

„A mere affidavit by the conscript was 
not a sufficiently clear indication that 
his decision was based ön grounds of 
conscience, 

The court's ruling included a further 
argument. that remains extremely con- 
troversial. Failing other tests of the ap- 
plicant's earnest, the constitutional 
court judges noted, length of service 
might be considered a guide. 

In .other words, if social service was 
for longer than military service, then 
conscripts who opted for it could rea- 
sonably be assumed to be serious in ob- 
Jecting to military service. In effect the 
court was paving the way for a longer, 
two-year term of social service. 

When Christian Democrat Heiner 
Geissler took over the portfolio in 
charge of conscientious objectors, the 
Family Affairs Ministry, in October 
1982 priority was given to new legisla- 
ê al came into force in January 


Conscientious objectors must now 
state their case in writing when applying 
for exemption. The authorities then de- 
cide whether to accept their application. 

The authorities have so far been gen- 
erous, turning down only 3,300 out of 
72.000 applications: 1 .  . 

Of these, 3,100 were turned down be- 
cause applications were incomplete, 


Right of asylum 
an open sesame 
for applicants? 


prompted such widely differing figures 
and interpretations that . committee 
chairman Axel Wernitz, SPD,.said not 
even reliable figures seemed to be avail- 
able, 

Statistics issued last year by the Fed- 
eral.government have been heavily criti 
cised. The ‘representative of the UN 
High Commissioner .for Refugees felt 
the official total of 605,000 refugees in 
the Federal Republic was too high. 

Government . statistics still included 
42,000 displaced: persons left over from 
the Second World War. It was mislead- 
ing. still to list them as refugees when 
they had long şince assimilated. 1 

Amnesty International's. . Reinhard 
Marx wondered why the number of-re- 
cognised asylum -applicants had re- 
mained a steady 52,000 when,: with 
growing numbers, of applicants, num- 
bers recognised .ought logically to be 
larger too. e 

The statistics included many people 
who.no longer existed as refugees be- 
cause they had ellher. moved on or re- 
turned to their countries of origin or 
Were no longer refugces.. 1: 

The Bill envisaged by the Bundesrat 
found little favour with legal; academic, 
church and welfare. experts who felt 
they were not designed to reduce the fi- 
gure, 


Herr Müller of Caritas said the num- 


for 25 


ANE 
SOE 
8 ER 
: Panels and the entire pfocedure were 
increasingly criticised. They were said 
to favour applicants who had a way with 
words. 2 

Chairmen were, arguably prejudiced 
because some were appointed by the 


Defence Ministry. Appeals that went 
the distance could take years, 


' As a result, objectors who were 
turned down were obliged to disobey 
orders as conscripts (which they often 
were for months before their appeal was 
heard). 


1 This unsatisfactory, at times humiliat- 
ing procedure prompted the Social and 
Free Democratic Bonn coalition to 
amend the Actin 1977, making an affi- 
davit by the conscript sufficient ground 
for exemption. 


. But this arrangement was not to last. 
Called the postcard provision because it 
entitled conscripts to exemption from 
military service for the price of a post- 
card, it proved too popular. 


In 1976 there were 40,618 applicants 
for conscientious objection; in “post- 
card year" 1977 there were 70,062. 

The Federal Constitutional Court 
waived the amendment, in force since 
August 1977, in mid-December that 
year. On 13 April 1978 the court found 
the amendment unconstitutional, 


TT mass media response to last 
year's 74,000 applicants for-politi- 
cal asylum has been that there is a glut, 
that the boat is full and that applications 
for political asylum have assumed tour- 
ist trade proportions. 

The implication is that the Federal 
Republic has granted asylum to as many 
applicants as it can handle and that 
there will just have tö be a decline in the 
number of applicants, 1 

The Bundestag home affairs commit- 
tee reviewed the position in mid-March 
after legislation tabled by CDU/CSU- 
governed Lênder that envisage further 
restrictions to the right of asylum. 

The assumption is that most appli- 
cants are not entitled to political asy- 
lum, entëf the country illegally and take 
Unfair advantage of isylum procedures. 

The churches, welfare orgahisations 
and others strongly disagree and have 
regularly called for the debate to be 
conducted with less emotion arid more 
objectivity: They say ‘it Is’ riorisenge to 
talk in terms of a glut of asylum appll- 
cants, . : ا‎ 

They reiterated their vlewpoint al the 
Bundestag heating in Bonh, adding ‘for 
good measure that the topic must not be 
allowed ‘to become an election cam- 
phign issue. 

Twenty-eight experts reviewed an İs- 
sue Basic Law, the 1949 Bonh constltu- 
tlon, deals ‘with in a single sentence: 
“Victims of political persecution enjoy 
the right of asylum." . 

People without a legal frame of mind 
will be tempted to accept these words at 
face value. They will find it hard to sce 

how the experts' views can possibly 
mount up to a 536-page report.. 

Yet .the. numbers of applicants 


` Social services 


Wien the first consclentious objec- 

tors reported for social service 
duty instead of military service-the first 
Bundeswehr conscripts had been de- 
mobilised three years earlier. 

Twenty-five years ago, in’ April 1961, 

exactly 320 social service jobs had been 
laid on, few in comparison with over 

11,000 applications for exemption from 

military service (of which over 60 per 
cent had been granted). 

‘Today 58,000 conscientious objec- 
tots work ‘in social serviée, Without 
them rescue organisations, hospitals, 
charities and homes for the sick and 
aged would have to shut down, or at 
least to cut hack their activities substan- 
dally. 

Young mer who choose to do social 
service rather than serve in the Bundes- 
wehr may be maligned as shirkers' but 
the service they do society is one that 
those who disparage them are not going 
to perform. ا‎ 

UN statistics compiled last year show 
there to be conscripts serving in the 
armed forces of 93 of the world's 159 
countries, but only 21 acknowledge 
conscientious objcctors. 

Legal provisions for conscientious 
objection are most generous in Western 
Europe in general and in Holland, Nor- 
way and the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many in particular, 

Conscientious objection to military 
service is guaranteed in Article 4 of Ba- 
sic Law, the 1949 Bonin constitution. It 
is the article that guarantces freedom of 
belief. . 

Article 12a, a later addition, says in 
two sentences what has been a conslant 
cause of political controversy ever since 
legislation was enacted in January 1960: 

“Anyone who objects on grounds of 
conscience to war service with a weapon 
can be required to do substitute service, 
Substitute service must not be for long- 
er than the duration of military service,” 

So objections to military service are 
constitutionally upheld solely on 
grounds of conscience. Until the mid- 
1970s the prevailing view among politi- 
cians and in.the legal profession was 
that these grounds were more or less 
objectively verifiable. 1 0 

Conscientious objectors were. tested 
by inspection panels at local authority 
offices in charge of conscription. Appli- 
8 who were turged down could ap- 
peal. 
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Continued from page 3‏ 

want to quit industrial society; they’ 

want to transform it, and who doesn't? 

„Bul the réalists realise that their 

views on security policy are a virtually 
insuperable obstacle to jdining a Bonn 
conlition. 1 

Thal is why they have relegated to the 
status of a more long-tange target resigh- 
ing from Nato and making the Federal 
Republic a neutral, non-aligncd country, 

Here too, they say, u gradual ap- 
proach might suffice. But johannes Rau 
is unmoved. He is resolved to became 
Bonn Chancellor without Green back- 
ing. 

With sa many problems faced by all, 
All contenders seem likely to come a 
cropper at some stage of the campaign. 

Helmut Banter 
(Nürnberger Nachrichten, 4 April 19836) 


ave con” 


Why jobs are scarcè 


To produce goode end services. worth 


thls is how many workers li took In the years Indicatad: 


has yét to be solved, Pressure on the, 
Community „will be heavy. Between. 
1980 and 2000 Turkey's labour supply . 
is expected to grow by about 10 million 
people. DE 

one are the days when people eu- 
phorically felt an eid lo unemployment 
might be brought about by continuous 
growth. Growth rates as in the heady 
days of post-war economic reconstruc- 
tion are past history. ۴ 

It is wildly unrealistic to expect anriü- 
al growth rates of between five and six 
per cent to eliminate unemployment au- 
tomaticajly, as it were. Realistic growth 
rates rule out dramatic improvements. 

Prognos says that even with a long-term 
average GNP increase of 2.5 per cent the 
number of jobs available is likely to be 
much the same in 2000 as it is today. 

This will be due to the effect of pro- 
ductivity, whith by definition means 
fewer people achieving higher output. 

To take but one of many examples, a 
Siemens report on clerical jobs entitled 
“Biro 1990" sees a substantial rational- 
isation potential, 

In the private sector the report fore- 
sees a rationalisation potential of 25 per 
cent in office and administration jobs. 
In the public sector it feels 40 per cent 
of jobs could fall foul of rationalisation. 

But long-term forecasts are not much 
in demand in a booming German econ- 
omy 'where recovery and growth have 
beef steady for the past four years. The 
lower dollar exchange rate and plum- 
meting oil price play a fürther part in fu- 
elling the fires of official Optimist. 

“Some pepple say we rnıo longer netd 


té do anything," says Herr Wolf. “Thél 


is too facile a View of the situation.” 
‘One reason why this is: sÖ is that they 


are reluctant to learn from pasi mistakes: 
Meinhard Miegel makes a pertinent polit 


on uneriployment among the young: 
“When téns ''of ‘thousands of young 


people ‘are: unablé 'to -find a promising 


apprenticeship 'of even to’ learn # trade 
at all; there is morê’ to-it than mere idis- 
organisation when everyone has Kilown 
forovêr û dèecade how many young pêo- 


ple woûld be toming onto the'jêb mar*- 


ket and when.” i 
‘A further! point. iş: thit withfewer 


skilleflyoungsters boming’ up the ijûb’ 
ladder requalification will ihoreasingly: 


become-a must for people aged over40, 
A48: Herr Afheldt puts.lt: :. : 

` ıi HerrıKlauder:says this will hı € 
séquences in'all policy: sectors, buted». 
peciallyiin education... :: i 


Me 
2 


The: Federal ‘government: ih contrast 
argues that a lasting solutiorrto labour 


market .problems can: only: be.achieved 


by rneans:of ‘consistent market economy. 


policies, .. 


That sounds suspiciously like ‘leûvingi 


:mattérs to the“market."The government 


certainly dûesn't'seemı keen çh tackling! 


thê taşk,- u :1::.1; KlausrPeteFSchnid |. 


' `" . {le Zelt, Hamburg, 28,Match i 986) . 
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Im EMPLOYMENT 


Growth alone will not create. 
`. Jobs, experts tell Bonn .: : 


out of work at the end. of the century. 
The premature prophets of full employ- 
ment all make the same mistake. They 
concentrate on demographic trends and 
the uideniable fact that there is going to 
be a decline in, «let us say, demand for 
jobs... : - کد ا‎ 
` They concentrate on. demand and 
neglect the supply side: how many jobs 
will be available and' whether other than 
demographic trends might upset this 
rose-tinted view of the future... . 

Wolfgang :Klauder, head of the Nu- 
rèmberg research unit, painted a deci- 
dedly gloomy picture some weeks ago. 
He feels unemployment may well conti- 
nue unabated .or even İncrease by the 
turn of the century. ' n : 

He sees a growing demand for jobs 
among women ‘and a further influx of 
migrant workers making the increase.in 
demand worse in the years immediately 
ahead-and reducing the subsequent ef- 
fect of the decline in demand. 

The key factor isthe labour reserve, 
people who would like to work but don't 
need to do so, and their number is sub- 
stantial. 

Meinhard Miegel of the Economie - 
and Social Policy Institute, Bad Godes- 
berg, says that if people were as keen on 
working now as they were in the early 
1970s the number of people in the job 
market would be one million higher 
ıhan it is at present. 

So 1he number of registered uneêm- 
pluyeı gn .in.all probability. be 
over three million: : ' ۹ . 

No-one can guarantee that this labour 
reserve will continue to voluntarily go 
empty-handed. 

It is a reserve easily mobilised, as is 
shown by the way many women who 
have not worked for years have no hesi- 
tation in registering at the labour ex- 
change when they decide they want to 
go out to work again. 

This factor is partitularly important 
in periods of economic upswing, Dr 
Miegel says, when the slight increase in 
the nuriber.of jobs available is for the 
most part met not by hiring people re- 
gistered as unemployed but by mobilis- 
ing this reserve. ' ا‎ 

Heimfried Wolf of Prognos expects 
this to happen inthe years ahead too: 
“The resèrve: will be reactivated faster 
than the rate ãt which any’ ‘serious in~' 

road will be made into the numbers un” 
employèd.” E A OE 
‘The labour reserve is often more flex’' 
ible, aiid the unemployed may then tend: 


EE e 6 
te remalh a bedroçk for whom jobs arê: 
hard to find. U ss. coi fires 
‘The ‘het inflow’ ‘bf migrant..workérs 
Herr:Klauder. mentions may.also prove. 
a spannêtr in thelworkg, :' a sr 
`.No ‘immediate increase:heed:be ex! 
. pected as a result of Spain’ and‘Portugal: 
joining : the : European : Community. 
Transitional :artangementş will! .effect+! 
ively: keep.an. Iberian. inflyx. at bay fof 
seyen years: . E jli a Si 
„But these restrictions will. be :abol= 


` igbhed’at thie end ûf 1992. Besides, thé 


, problom-of:migrant'wöorkers. from; Turi 
. key, a'country.-with.associaté‘status- Ii 
, nofa: fu imember. ûf. thei:Comiorunityy! 


There arg good. reasons why 1990 
seems sure to hold the key to a better fu” 
ture. They are mainly connected with 
demographic ‘trends, which provide a 
clear picture of the demand side. 

Frtöm the end of the decade the nuni” 
ber of 'young people coming onto the 
job market is sure to: decline. ‘From ' 
1990 the heavy birth rate decline'of the 
pagt 15 years will be fully. effective. . 


® During the 1990s there will be a nel 
decline in the labour.market of at least 
1.6 million people. : : ا‎ 

This ı was roughly the position 
mapped out by Herr. Afheldt, from 
which Wirtschaftswoche promptly con- 
cluded that by the turn of the century 
there would be no more unemployment 
in the Federal Republic. 

It later admitted that this conclusion 
was premature and, in a word, a misin- 
terpretation of the position. 

The Prognos forecast is that despite a 
decline in the number of young. new- 
comers to the job market and a slight in- 
crease in the number of jobs available 
there will still he roughly onc million 
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éik ,Afheldt of Prognos, the ‘Basle 

market ‘research firm, forecast in 
an article in Wirtschaftswoche, the 
Düsseldorf business :and economics 
weekly, drastic changes in the German 
labour market from 1990, 

The’ number of: people in employ- 
ment, he wrote, will decline rapidly, and 
with it the demand for jobs, by 1.6 milli- 
on between 1990 and 2000. : 

At first glance that would seem to in 
ply the end:of unemployment from the 
beginning of, the next decade, until 
which, as the Bonn government con¬ 
stantly ‘reminds us, the outlook will be 
one of continuous improvement. - 

Or, as this year's report of the Coun-: 
cil of Economic Advisers to.the Bonn. 
government puts İt: “At any. rate:unem~.. 
ployment will be perceptibly lower this 
year:than last.” 

Economic Affairs Minister . Martin 
Bangemann expects unemployment to 
average 2.15 million iı 1986; at the end 
of February the figure was 2.6 million. 

The economic.report is oonfident the 

trend will continue .to be one of im- 
provement: “As the demographic influ- 
ence on the increase in labour ‘supply 
will decline, .a steady increase in ‘the 
number of jobs availabie will be heigh- 
tened by the decline in the number of. 
unemployed.” ' 0 
It could hardly come at a bétter time 
for the government. The change: for:the . 
better in the months ahead will be in the 
run-up to ‘next January’s general elec- 
tion. ر‎ 

The next step, an’ improvement so 
drastic as to herald an end to an unem- 
ployment rate that has been so alarming 
for years, will make its presence felt 
from 1990 — in time for yet another 
general election. The timing could hard- 
ly be better, 


Germany is a much more 
interesting country 


may think. 
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Measuring and regulating 
had a 20.per cent increase. This ki 
incgease, however, will not be 
this year. E E e 
The heated discussion. on whee] 
machines and robots are n0. More ika 
jobkillers and a major cause of them 
employmant problem has died doway 
cently,.partiqularly in‘the face fae: 
tacular increase in the number ofjoki| 
this-field. . ,„.,. E 
. The fact.that Germany has one oft 
highest ; international, wage , lag 
spegded up this technological progr; 
During the past not all entreprene 
had the capital to make jobs, produ: 
enough to be able to recover high 
sonnel costs... . ..,.. j 
„As a result, many were forced, loi’ 
miss workers...--.1 A : 
lt. wasn't technological! pro 
therefore, which led 1ê ey a 
but on the contrary the fact that 
companies, were unable to offset k 
pressure of. high personnel costs u 
technological. advances., 1 
. Without such advances, however, 
Hanover. Fair wquldn't pay off for Germa 
industry. .It would be, hopelessly unable: 
keep pace with international competition. 
The development of the textile indus’ 
try bears out this point, Without its je 
looms,. open-end spinngrs and como” 
ter-controllgd colouring .techriques i 
woul never have. gtaagçş chance-of su 
vival. These techniques have saved joh 
‘The. commercial vehicle industry e 
pçetş good results in Hanover, . 
. MAN, for example, has brought i 
entire product range along to the fai 
among them vehicles with special pli 
forms ,far the. furniture or food a 
drink industries, 8 
Manufacturers in this field welcor 
the effects of lower. çil prices, nit 
have allowed a great deal of pentigê 
mand to be released. SE 
. „MAN achieved a 20 per cent inçre 
iri its vehicle output İast year (to 21,0 
units), This compares with an avert 
increase of,9.5 per çent for thie indust] 
4s a whole, An.increaşe of between 
and 23'per cent is expected this year... 
.. Germany's biggest producer. qf.ulil 
yehicles, , „Daimler-Benz, ` prqdueé 
220,000 vehicles worldwide ast year 
4.4 percent). 4 
„Daimler will be exhibiting new lon 
distance lorries and ney , drive ,teck 
niques in Hanover, ا‎ 
The commercial vehicle 
ever, haş şuffered from ti 
ducts from, the sfate-ru 


More and more plastiç 
ng used i 


variety of stands; e.g, 
technology proğlu 
als and reşèar 


Bonn: 


Many companies are plaoing partitu- 1 
Î lar emphasis. on rationalisation-ahd au- ' 


coustruction industry, Firms which have 
sPecialisedıin environmental'protection 
installatlons, on the other hand, are do- 
ing well. ' wi ,. o... 

„ The numërous regulations ûn dedust- 
ing ‘and desulphurising for’ municipalit- 
ies erısure a steady demand in this field. 
" All. branches dealing with the. rationali- 
sation’of wrk flows'are also-Fiding'on thie 
crest of a wave. There's plenty .of control 
engineering Owdisplay in Hanover.: .-. 

. :Ote of' thie fair's: major attractions: is 
called “computer: integrated manufac+ 
turing," the computer-éontrolled inte+ 
gration of all stages of production -from 
customer ordering: to product dispatch- 
ment. 2 

. ‘All the speciat wishes of a car. buyer, 
for example, from the.colour-of the up- 
holstery to the fog lamp, are keyed into 
a terminal. The materials required are 
then automatically provided,::. ..... : 

As a result there. are. fewer «delays, 

less loss of materials, and greater preci- 
sion when it comes to satisfying the-der 
sireg.of thecustomer... ....,. ; 
ı.This..material- and, time-saving .ap+ 
proach, however, does have snags; The 
slightest irregularity: on the part. of one 
of the subcontractors brings the entire 
production to a standstill. ا‎ 
„ This.is something the trade unions 
haye realised and they often call a štrike 


at the plant of just one subcontractor; ' 
hitting the whole industry and sparing 


` their own ştrikg.funds, . , 


This aspect of technological. prégréss : 


; played & major role during.the regent 
, discussion pn the neutrality of.the Fed- 


` eral Labor Officg:during industrial dis- ا‎ 
: flbres for sein aircraft or theatre, 


PUES, ET. .. EE EEC E 
In the field of measuring and regulat 


ing technology and proceşs and produc” : 
’ 1lon cûntrol' tha’ Cêrltral 'Assoclatidn of i 
, the Electrical Industry {ZVEI) 'ckpects 1 


: good rasults in Hanover, '' 


1 lomatlon, . 

Last year the’ electrical éhğineéfing 
industry had a ‘turnover of almost - 
DM1S3bh, 14.7 per cenl up on the pre- ` 


„, vious year's figure, 


At the same time, however; this deve- 


Robots essential if indüstry is to maintain 
. .. Prodüuctivity an 


oie a Decisions, however, are. no 
Onger taken straight away. Many firms 
feel that PR effects are yery 8 
:.. We just cannot afford. to stay. away 
from Hanover",..said a spokesman, for 
the Thyssen group. < pe 
. Together with Henschel, Thyssen will 
be demonstrating „û jointly, developed 
magnetlq suspension railway and other 
impressive products, such as:8,§1-fan 
qok which can tift up, struotnrel.gom- 
ponents weighing up, tq, 5,090. tons and 
is planned for use op olxjgs. i1 <; ’ 
The German mechanical engineering 
sector is currently being inundated with 
orders. This branch. had a turnover. qf 
DM 162bn last year, Capacity utilisation 
iş.almost 90 per cent.  .. 2 
This sector has, nof failed to revplu- 
tionise productiqn. technology via the 
use of microelectronics, The ropots are 
definite]y on the match. Last year. 2,400 
` industrial robots were produced ii Ger 
many, as opposed to 2,100 in 1984 ang 
L2Q0in 1981... 1 ay, 
8,800 robots gre qlready ip ıuse in 
Germany in comparison wilh only 
2100in 198l. 7. 0, gg  . 
..„ Bkports by, German mechanical engi- 
neering and plant and equipment manu- 


.fneturers increased ‘by almost DMidbh 
;lo DM93bn within the space of two 
* sùrplus 


years: : Last year's: export: 
, mounted to DM55bn. il Yil. ;., 

j The Germans are, the world's tap. ex- 
Porters in every secûnd specialist me- 
;chanical engineering and plant: ind 
equipment field. :.... n; |, 
The steep:fall iriioll. priced has also en- 
iahled the capital goods seclo} to pick up. 


lopment has worsened prospects for 
. new energy-saving technologies such as 
‘solar lechnology and heat pumps. 

, Branches of industry connccted with 
; construction activities are also finding 


.Tife.diffieult in view of the slump in the 


B HANOVER FAIR 


DJ vision of ihe Hanover Fair „ini 
 two.separate cvents, the CeBIT of- 
fice equipment and computer fair (i2: 
19 March) and the traditional industrial 
fair (9-6 April), was nqt popülar with 
all exhibîtors and visitors. *  ' 
, . Many felt the “fair of fairs" might now 
just become a “norma” exhibition like 
any other and lose ifs nique Character. 
The second part of this first-ever iyo 
slage fair opencd its gates ta an ‘gxpeqi: 
ed 350,000 to 400,000 visitors. ' 
. There are exhibitprs who fee] that 
communications technology 1s not an 
essential part of an industrial fair. 
Alfred Selbach, .chairmgn of German 
industry's fair and exhibition committee 
and a director of plant and equipment 
manufacturer Brown, Boveri & Cie 
(BBC), summed up this gttitude as follows: 
“The field of communication is less im- 
` portant: than industrial production itself, 
anf accompanies and alleviates the pro- 
cesş of production. This is:why it makes 
sense.to give this field its own exhibition. 
Each field has its own market needs." .. 
There are also many practical reasons 
for splitting the Fair intq. two .distinct 
Slageşg,  .. . ا‎ 
Both exhibitors and visitors have now 
gol more space and less noise, ١ 
Between 50 and 60 firms will be repre 


şented at both CeBIT arid the industrial. 


fair, among them Siemens and Philips. 

But is the Hanover Fair still a busi- 
pess barometer? Certainly not for the 
mechanical engineering sector. 

" The big specialist exhibitions such as 
BAUMA (the world's largest exhibition of 
tonstructioi’' machinéry and bfiding iria- 
terials), DRUPA (printing aid publishing) 
or METAY {production engineering, au- 
tamation and new materials) hnve become 
nure important in this respect, . 

As opposed to the situation at these'ex- 
hibitions, exhibitors al Hanover are not 
expecting spevttcular busiiebs deals, 

A spokesman for lhe Manîêsîmann 
AG referred to the 'industrial' fair iis a 
“cuntact fair" whete firms havé the öp- 
portunity to take ın look around and 
gather information. E 
Contracts may of course result in the 
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Ariane flies high 
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key feature of plans 

to ensure autonOo- 
my. This reluctance 
is, as s80 often, 
mainly based on fi- ‘ 
nancial consider- 
ations. Early last 
year the' Bonn Ca- 
binet ‘decided that 
apart..from Ariane: 
and the. Columbus 
project no. more 
large-scale space 
research projects 
were to be backed 
for the time being. 
So .the authorities ' 
prefer to take their 
time over Hermes. 
Research Minister 
Heinz Riesenhuber ? 
says project apprai- 
sal will be complet- 
ed soon, but care- 
fully avoids stating 
a specific deadline. 


ta from han- 
This reluctance bY The Ariane 3 European launcher rocket en rour 

Bonn to arrive at 3 gar to launching pad at Kourou in French Guayana. 0 
decision has come March launching put two setellltea, one American, 


(Phnto: Braurer) 


A decision to go ahead with Hermes 
would in contrast not only pave the way 
for a major Franco-German coopera- 
tion potential and leadership in Europe; 
il would also have a beneficial effect on 
foreign.and security policy... 

Given European uncertainty about 
the repercussions of SDI on Western 
European security, such prospects gain 
in importance. 

Herr Riesenhuber is naturally right in 
pointing out the financial risks Bonn 
would run in backing Hermes, although 
experts say the initial expense would be 
a mere DM30m-DM 50m in the first two 
years if Germany were to foot 30 per 
cent of the bill. 

That is a fairly modest investment’ in 
comparison with the DM6Û0Om a year 
the Aerospace Resêarch Establishment 
{(DFVLR) says should be spent on a “na> 
tional’ high-tech space research pro-' 
gramme.” e: ١ 

The süuryey Herr Riesenhuber has 
commissioned recommends’ German 
Participation in Hermes even if the cûst, 
of national research plus Hermes and 
Coluiibus totals DM1.6bn ,„ between 
1987 and 1996, ãs has been suggested. ّ 

` Research Ministry officials are, cur. 
rently wondering..whether commercial 
uses ûf Hermes and the other projects 
might makè heni competitive wijh Am- 
erican projects In’ the Jong term, : 

.. Above ‘all, Bonn is relyctant to, foot 
the bili. ftom government, funds alone, 
An entirely different view of. Hermes 
might well be taken, it is suggested, İf 
firmş .ihterested in contrect, and, deve- 


` lopment work werg’ to undertake a, fi 


nanciaj qommitmiëht. 


.„. Herr Riesenhuber, nonetheless fran-' 


kly says he feels Hermeş uses the wrong 
technology in merely imitating a US sys- 


tem, The French.strpngly disagree, say. 
ing the ¢oricepts Cannot be compared... . 
` Besides,, the! technological .impetûs: 


the .projeet. will. provide, iş surely sam- 


ething Bonn doesh!twant to avoid.’ .. 


: The French feel ajded apd abetted in 


Continued on, page 101... 


under increasinglY other Brazlllan, Into geostationary orbit. 


heavy scientific and 

political fire, especially the laiter, and 
hegun to become tricky for the German 
government. French influence has so far 
predominated in the design concept and 
prepariMions for 1he Hermes projec1. 
Ihe French ara forging ahead partly be- 
cause of a healthy mistrust of American 
readiness to cooperate. The Columbus 
space station is initially to use US space 
shuttle facilities, but there are grounds 
for doubting whether the Americans are 
going to grant the Europeans unlimited 
access lo US facilities. 

If they don't, European autonomy in 
space research will remain wishful 
thinking, with flights to and from Co- 
lumbus dependent, in the final analysis, 
on US goodwill: 

US goodwill will in turn depend on 
thé dictates of security and commercial 
interests. So German Participation ‘in 
the Hermes ‘project would definitely 
make sense. 1 

The importance it has assüimed can 
be inferred fron the fact that President 
Mitterrand .and Chancellor Kohl have 
decided that Hermes is a matter for top- 
level summit discussion and decisions; 

Irksome side-issues remain. The. suc? 
cess of last year's D-1 mission, a space 
lab launched on board the US space 


tion have prompted Paris to wonder 
` whether Bonn plans to be morê Atlantic 
or more European in'space orlentation. 

Queries are made discreefly but must: 

be taken, very seriously, Fears that .Elu:’ 
rape. might paralyse its own develop¬, 
ment are by no means ground]ess, .... 
Experience has shown that.oyer and 
above fine words and:statements of pOl- 

. İtieat intent’ European integration only 
works where joint projects dre“under- 


1. takên. The Airbus is acasê in point: . . 


If Bonn: werê - to- decide against 


Hermes, the’ strain ‘on Franco-German‏ :ا 


rêlations wöuldibe severe. Besidesythie: 

; Federal Republi¢ would’ ruh'the rİsk.of 

"isolating itsêlf. Within Esa and hamper 
ing what hag sofar'been.succêssful Eu- 
ropean spate cooperation. 1 


* jgtfhe Frenoh. . 1 
Ee ön SDI coçper: 


there ‘must be more to it than Ariane . 
and launching satellites. 1 : 

In January 1985 the Esa Counçil of 
Ministers accordingly decided in favour 
of more than mere specific projects in 
the framework of a 10- to 15-year space 
plan. 

It was to, be based on Columbus, the 
European contribution to ‘the pro- 
posed US space platform, and the Ar- 
iane 5, a larger version of the launcher 
rocket. 

The, Ministers agreed on a long- 
term political objective: that of ensur- 
ing Western European autonomy in 
böùth manned and unmanned space re- 
search. 

This longer-term decision is partir 
cularly important for.Bonn as a crucial 
boost. to the political, economic and 
cultural part: Europe will be able to 
play in world affairs in the next centu- 
ry. 

The trend as Born sees it is double- 
edged, as it were. Unless the Federal 
Republic makes a point of wielding 
much greater influence on Esa policy 
and technology it will merely continue 
to be a paymaster of European space 
autonomy with no way of deriving di- 
rect benefit from the resulting advan- 
tages. 

This being so, it is surprising that 

Bonn is so reluctant to hack the deve- 
Iapment of the Hermes space shuttle. a 


run 
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¥ SPACE RESEARCH 


or European space research the 

Challenger catastrophe came as a 
stroke of luck. Cynical though it may 
sound, the facts are clear. 

With space shuttle flights delayed 
for at least a year, international cus- 
tomers are showing even keener inter- 
est in the European Space Agency 
(Esa) and its Ariane 3, the only satel- 
lite launching system currently avail- 
able. 

At the end of March the 17th Ariane 
3 was successfully launched from Kou- 


rou, French Guayana, with a payload of’ 


two satellites, one American, the’ other 
Brazilian. 


Biuth — the US G-Star 2 and Brasilsat 
S 2 — were put into geostationary or- 
bit. 

Esa's order books are full. Thirty-two 
satellites are on the waiting list. Launch- 
ing them wil be worth roughly DM3bn 
in orders. 

While the Esa management rub their 
hands in glee, their political sponsors in 
European capitals face far-reaching de- 
cisions, 

If European space research is to have 
a future it cannot rest un its laurel; 


Germany? How does 


in DIE WELT, Germanys indgpe 
National quality.and economic: daily 
newspapêl,. e ٠ 


8 


Their proportion of West Germany’, i 


cause oft f 


. Third World 


whoops as ol | Cost-conscious Bonn is reluctant to 
jump on the Hermes bandwaggon 


takes a drop 


Uren Wk 


„ RHEINISCHER MERKU! | 


an Said Oteiba, the United A | 
Emirates’ oil minister, says d| 
prices might drop to $5 a barrel, Thu! 
even less than the $8 forecast by the § 
di Arabian oil minister Sheikh Yamani 
‘Consumer countries have control of 
prices. According to Oteiba thelr’ ths’ 
months stockpile is having its effect,  . 

He believes that there is no limit k 
the extent oil prices could drop if the 
Opec countries exceed their production 
quotas, but it is unrealistic to expecl 
more discipline in their oil production. 

‘Opec countries -cutbed production 
from-1981, when oil last peaked at $34 
a barrel, until the enıd of last year. 

As soon as this policy. was aban- 
doned, prices plummeted. 

The uncertainty created by he com 
ments made by Oteiba resulted in spot mar” 
ket prices in New Yûrk falling below $10. 

Beneficiaries of cheap oil are West 
Geran consumers and an inflation rate 
that is moving towards nil. Withou 
cheap oil, inflation would have bee 
over two per cent. 

Many developing countries have also 
benefited. They will no longer have 
meet high oil bills. 

But one man's joy is another's mise. 
The oil producing countries in the Thi 
Worid have to deal with losses rus: 
into billions. 

The main sufferer is Mexico. In this J 
alone from .an oil price of $13 a bard 
Mexico has had to set aside between $é a0 ' 
S7 to meet its creditors’ interest charges. 


The North Sea oil producers have al ` 
so been hard hit. 


In America, where the oil industî 
has been in recession since 1983, alam 
bells are ringing in tlhıe banks. 

According to statements made in thé 
US a third of the energy banks, that is f 
nancial institutions that have placed 
least a quarter of their credits in the em 
erğy sector, are in a dangerous-financial 
position or at the very least badly hit bY 
the decline in oil prices, o: 

More and more debtors are unable to 
meet their commiltments. - و‎ 

Although thé decline in the oil pricê 
brings with it more good than bad, th 
are no groünds for extreme eupho; 
` The West German Foreign Tı 


countries would lose the iı OrANCE: 
they had as growidg-èxport njarkRts. 


total exports has d 2 8 


ternational oil industty, +. 


In the medium term this could brin: 


(Rhelnischer Merkur/Ch rist und: Wel 
Bonin, 984 


‘` sociation in Bonn warned that 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE’ 


20 April 1986 - No, 121 


long period the dollar has been strong 
and the mark weak, so that the weak 
currencies in the EMS have remained 
stable against the German mark. 


The most positive effect of the system 
has been its reduction of inflation rates. 
In Italy the rate fell from the 15-20 per 
cent it was three to four years ago to se- 
yen per cent last year. In France it fell 
from 14 per cent in 1981 to 4,7 percent 
in 1985. 


Other factors have played .their part, 
in this, primarily. the drop in energy. 


coşts. But in, every case. the sceptics’ 
forecasts that the system would be a 
new breeding .ground for the inflation 
bacillus have not been fulfilled. 


There has been an improvement in 
cooperation between thê central banks. 
The technical management Of the’ sys- 
tem has improved understanding among 
EMS partners öf each others' motives 
and has made them more considerate of 
each othër. These advantages were 


pointed out by Bundesbank , president 
Karl Otto Pöhi, 


The weak point of the EMS is the re- 
luctante of the-British to join. It is pos- 
sible that they will look upon joining the 
EMS more soberly in view of the de- 
cline in North Sea oil prices. 


Differences in economic policies 
and varying successes in achieving sta- 
bility will make it essential to adjust 
exchange rates from time to time. The 
idea of a single European currency re- 
mains a distant possibility for the time 
being. 


Former Economic Affairs Minister 
Count Otto Lambsdotif wrote last sum- 
mer that the political will for the crea- 
toh of an independent Europëan ¢ut-- 
recy was lacking. 


There is also a lack of intent or effort 
for economic common ground, but the 
currency system keeps the basics for 
such a development alive, 1 

Volker Wari 
{(Sûddeutsche Zeitung, Munich, 7 April 1986) 


tion was stone dead.Anyone who says 
the same today may wel! live to eat his 
words as Schiller has done. 

The pressure on prices that we mainly 
thank in the main to currency stability, 
will decrease when the oil price and the 
dollar achieve their own stability. 

Then, as previously, consumers will 
be able to purchase petrol and other 
items, dependent on oil costs and the 
dollar, at favourable prices, 

But the price reduction effect that has 
pushed down cost of living increases al- 


most to nothing, will then be sup 


pressed. Price buoyancy, unchanged or 
only moderately so for many’ ‘other 
goods and services, will come to an eni 
dnd no longer be nı compensating factor. 

Put another way the domestic aspect of 
price increases, estimaled at a good two 
per cent at present, will then fully ‘affect 
the cost of living index. Thls will cértainly’ 
happen in a year’s time at the latest, 

But it would be absurd to talk of a re- 
vival of inflation. It will be nothing more... 
than a technical reaction to the current 
“dent” in prices, 

Even a price increase of 2.5 per cent, 


compared with previous inflation rates - 


of seven to cight per cent, can be re- 
garded as a politiçal success. 

It can only be sustained if the current 
illusion of finally have got the better of 
inflation doesn't lead to recklessness. 

The Bundesbank is certainly aware of 
this problem, Which is reassuring. 

Claus Dertinger 
(Die Welt, Bonn, 29 March 1986) 


W MONEY 


EMS currency realignment 
shows the system works 


the advantage of West German expor-= 
ters. But within a year this advantage 
has been toned down. 

The new revaluation ûf the mark with 
EMS partners, with whom’ a half. of 
West German export trade is done, will 
be a moderate burden on West German 
exports, but tolerable in view of the 
economy's stability. 

German tourists to France this year 


will gain a slight advantage from .the . 


currency changes. 

West Cerman export surpluses, high 
and permanent, are now being regarded 
in a new light, The apparent mercantilist 
high spirits of many economists and 
politicians, resulting from constant re- 
cord exports, cnn obstruct the overall 
view, e 

Abroad these surpluses are a perma- 
nent source of annoyance,.a reason for 
ever-louder calls for protectionist mea- 
sures and a worry .to many developing 
countries about their very livelihood, 

Certainly West Germany deserves 
this success resulting from stable econ- 
omic policies that. were and still 'are 
much more disciplined than in most 
other countries, 

The currency realignment doesn't 
mean that the EMS doesn't work, It 
functions satisfactorily so long as ex- 
pectations of it are realistic and not ex- 
aggerated. ٤ 

The last major realigıment took 
place three years ago, if the.isolated in 
stance of the-ltallan lira devaluation last: 
summer is not taken into account. 

Previous to this there were seven 
realignments in rapid succession after 
the establishment of the EMS in 1979, . 

This should be regarded as a sign of 
the system's success, albeit limited suc- 
cess. The system has profited from the 


Zero inflation 
` —“ but don’t 
take it too easy 


They talk of deflation and cause anxiety 
about an economic crisis like the one at 
the beginring of the 1930s. 

That is manifestly idiotic. Unlike then 
the economy is growing. The drop in 
prices, not just limited to the Federal 
Republic, can be described with the 
word the Americans use, disinflation., 

For years this has heen the aim of all 
central bankers and politicians. 

The Bundesbank and the Bonn goYv- 
ernment can rejoice thal they have con- 
quercd inflation. With the 1987 general 
election in the offing govornment politi 
cians have been tempted to Jo so, 

But they have nol as yet exploited the 
siluation, although citizens’ attention: 
will oventually be brought lo the coun- 
try's price stability and the advantages 
this brings without any doubt. 

It remains û moot question whether 
this is the resull of neglect or caution, 
Whal is certain is that no one boasts 
about price stability success for it is not 
truly merited. : : 

Fornier Gernıan Economic Affairs 
Minister Karl Schiller is on record as 
having said that he was enormously mis- 
taken when he said in 1968.that infla- 


C utrency realignment decislons, 
made by members of the European 


Monetary System (EMS), meeting at he 
Dutch holiday resort of Ootmarsum, . 


mainly favoured the French economy. 


. A devaluation of the French franc has . 


been needed for some time to streng- 
then the French economy's competitive 
ness. As is usual, West Germaniy will be 
the maln loser, 

Behind the facade of European solid- 
arity and the outward signs of Franco- 
German cooperation, ‘sturdy national 
interests take pricle of place, 

Given this backgrou the West 
Cerntan view of the decisions made by 
finance ministers and heads of central 
baaks at Ootmarsum is that they were 
more favourable than expected. 

The deutschemark is te be revalued 
within Ihe EMS by three per cent and 
the French, franc to be devalued by 
llıree per cent. 

In the last major currency realign- 
ment three yeurs ago the mark had to be 
revalued by 5.5 and the franc devalued 
by 2.5 per cent. 

This spring the Federal Republic did . 
not feel itself to be in such a tight spot, 
wilh export surpluses likely to be lower 
than last year, 

The mark's exchange rate gains on 
the American dollar since last autumn 
wîll have a lat to do with this, 

Although the dollar has risen slightly 
against the mark recerrtly, it is still well 
helow the levels of last year. .... 

This “currency dumping” operated lo 


Cm prices in March, mea- 
sured by the cost of living index, 
rose only 0.1 per cent compared with 
the sume month last year. The term “in- 
flation rate” is redundant. ٤ : 
Unless all the signs are deceptive the 
cost of living index for April will be be- 
low the level of April last year. 

Along with consumer prices industri- 
af products, wholesale prices and ex- 
ports have all remained stable, , : 

There is cause for delight in this price 
stability, brought about by the decisive 
drop in oil prices, the decline in other 
Taw material casts and the devaluation 
of the dollar, contributing to cheaper 
imports. 1 

Those who benefit the most from this 
are workers, pensioners, the unenıploy- 
ed and savers. 

Incomes, savings and interest rales 
will no longer be linked to currency de- 
preciation. 

This means for the economy more 
real demand and growth potential. This 
is good for our economic -situation 
which is going along nicely anyway. 

Investors are delighted. Many of 

them say that interest rates can only go 
«own, hecause real interest rales, the 
actual interest churge on capital mar- 
kets discounting the inflation rute, is, at. 
six per cent, far too high in Ihcir vlew, 
Loans will become cheaper. : 

But there are people who are unhap- 
py about lower prices and the cheaper 
oil and doliars that are pepping up the 
econony. : 


11 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


Frederick the Great of Prussia, 
` the king of contfadictions 


`  Federlok fhè Great, ’ 
ا‎ '“ (Photo: Historian} 
self. Philosophy, poetry and the fine arts 
acted as a drug upon the king, according 
to Birisch. The.king's inner private feel- 
ings have be separated from his feelings 
aS a statesman.: 

French historian Pierre Paul Sağgave 
pointed out that Frederick's kingdom 
was regarded in France as an “enligh- 
tenecdl despotism." 

The gifled pupil became a great gan” 
bler with destiny, Sagave suid, recalling 
that Frederick, afler the most serious 
crisis of his career, the defeut at Kuners- 
dorf in 1759, contemplated a hero's sui- 
cide: and gave ‘precise ‘instructions in 
German to his generals to this end. 

(The French-speaking king only 
spoke Gernıan “with'his hörse”.) 

There was repeated reference in Ber- 
lin to the research done on Frederick 


‘the Great by historian Theodor Schie- 


der, who died in 1984. ., 

Schieder took the view that the king 
saw world history 4s “a game of blind 
chance” which he faced’ up to. He saw, 
that the king's puzzling personality in- 
cluded much that was repulsive and at, 


the most dazzling embodimént of en-. 
lightened despotism in Europe, Schie- 
der believed. 

K lêctire by the Würzburg historian 
Werher Qiasebrecht dealt with. “Frede- 


.:fiek the:Grbat and the Uniteil. States of| 


America," a theme that one woman par- 


Was ah ‘officer from Frederick's ar- 


mi 
olê Sansui: 41i 


.. tractive; : 
. Frederick, who during his life made 
. Prussia a major European power, was 


. ticipant' at .the-symposiumi described as) 
ali aspect almösttotally hushed up.” j 


Irederick thê' Oreat, the King of 

Prussia, died 200 years ago, but he 
still casts a shadow over European af- 
fairs. . . : 
An exhibition and a conference have 
been. staged in Bêrlin to ‘start off the 
commemorations for the bicentenary of 
his death. 1 

As soon as the childless Frederick II 
died, a lonely ’and embittered old: man; 
at his palace’in Potsdam after 46.years 

on:the: throne, his’ historical ‘legênd: bes 
an. E 
٣ He remains controversial, admired 
and. disparaged, more than any ,other 
statesman, for. the ‘conflict he demon- 
strated between power and intellect. - 

He is buried among the other, Hohen- 
zollerns at Hechingen, Baden-Württem- 
berg. A, few years ago an equestrian sfar 
tue of fhe king, was brought out of store 
in Sanssouci, his palace;in Potsdam, and 
set up with considerable publicity by the 
East German governmen{ on Unter den 
Linden in East Berlin. ۳ 
` A historical symposium Was orga- 
nised in the Prussian State Library in 
West Berlin, aimed at throwing light on 
the “Miracle of the House of Branden- 
burg,” as “Old Fritz" was called, and to 
debate whether he deserved the epithet 
“the Great" in view of modern research. 

The symposium studied his role as 
statesman, a general (he was called a 
musical king with martial inclinations), 
and as a benevolent absulutint. 

Jt also louked into his relations with 
England and Russia as well as the Unil- 
ed SlalesaJntil recently an area to which 
littlê attention has been paid. 

His complex personality and the puz- 
zle he presents aroused considerable 
controversy among the historians meet- 
ing in Berlin, particularly the .debate: 
over the idea that he was “the king of’ 
contradictions." : 

Professor Günter Birtsch from Trier 
maintained that he contradicted: him- 
self, often acting as a statesman in con- 
tradiction to the Ênlightenmient with 

2 which:his name and 
era are associated. 
At. 16 hé wrote to 
his’ sister, ' Wilhe- 
Imina;, later to be 
Princesé of Bay 


` Ludwig’ E 
, ” ' (Pkoto: TELÊ-Foto-Bunk) 
capital, Munich, along. the lines of 
Nero's conflagration of Rome. - 

He had given instructions for many 
city banks to be robbed, and he wanted 
to sell hig country to Prussia because he 
was so short of money. 

' Wöbking also knocks on the head the 
myth that the king was a sensitive 
dreamer. ES 

° Towards the end of his life Ludwig 
illtreated his servants, drank large 
quantities of alcohol and used bad lan- 
guage before his dinner guests. 

Reactions to Wöbking's research are 
various. Hannes Heindl, chairman of 
the’ King Ludwig Society, has urged 
Duké Albrecht, head of the Wittelsbach 
family, to get an injunttion oui against 
the book. 

Heindl his asked Bavarian luteriur 
Minister, August Luang, lo sick Wobk- 
ing, a Westphalian (and hence a Prus- 
sian), on the grounds that he has en- 
dahgered the public peace. 

Novelist Georg Lohmeier, spokes- 


mined. 2 
Lohmeier, ever loyal to the,;king, 
takes the: view the Ludwig was the vic- 
tim of a Prussian plot to kill the king and 
Continued on page 13 
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‘Mad mystery 
king Ludwig II 
Ba 


ا ا اال ل 
One of the many books published this‏ 
year to mark the death ‘centenary of‏ 
King Lud#ig II of Bavaria clalms he‏ 
wanted to set fire to Munich, the Bavar’‏ 
ian capital he strongly disliked, ‘and sell‏ 
Bavaria to Prussia because he was short‏ 
of money, having spént'a förtune on his‏ 
fairy-tale castles Neuschwansteli and‏ 

Herrtenchiemsee. e 


1 


kê body of Ludwig If, King of Ba- 
varia, and that of Munich psychla- 

rist Bêétnhard Aloys von Gudden, were 
found-side by side on the eastern bank 
of the Starnberg Lake at éelevên o'clock 
in the evening on 13 June 1886. 

At midnight a tolling: bell confirmed 
the king's death. Es E 

‘The only facets of the tragedy that aré 
still not disputed are the time and place 
when it happened, e 

For the past 100 years the "fairy tale” 
king's private. life ‘and death have béen 
the subject.of research, lêğend, song and 
films. i.’ +: 2 

In this centenary year ‘of the king's 
death is it .likely that myths’-and ‘fairy 
tales will be pushed aside to make way 
fûr.historical truth? « 

Mest of the new books about him pu- 
blished this year in Bavaria claim to do 
this, ... 0. ° 

The book by Wilhelm Wêhking. head 
of the Bavetiencrime investigation der 
partment, caused a stir when it, was 
launched, . ا ر‎ 

He took four years to research his 


414-page book, The Death of King Lud" " ran. for Bavaria's monatchists, wants 


‘the king's body to be thoroughly exa- 


wig I1 of Bavaria, 

He gained access to Bavarian and for- 
eign archives And was allowed, tor the 
first lime, to examine the secret archives 
ofthe Wittelsbachi family.’ 

`Wöbking claims to have got at the 
truth after examining police reports of 


.Teuth, that he was A 


philosopher by in- 
clination., ‘and . a 
“statesman ‘by :duty.: 
He signed the letter 
`. “Frédéric ‘lé. philo=’ 
 sophe.” At this time’ 
: hê alsû describêı 
himself as the “poet 


. nover’ ` historla 
.. Walter, , Medige 
look „up. th; 


° humiliated, but Was careful not 


` self directly involved in the conflict. . 


Inthe last.ygars of his Hfe he wag anx 
ious ‘ta canoludé a irade treaty with the: 
young. Ameriçan'' republic, This was, 


` ‘According to Giesebrecht the ratifl- 
catlon of the treaty on 17۰May. 1786, 
just a few months before Frederick's 
death, “gave the Americans consider-| 

3 


later: year ;; ‘able:plgasure afd great hoped, although: 
Fı . 


derick himself was:silent about it,” 


ا 


"Wilfried Mommert/dpa 
. «(Das Parlamont, Bonn,.29 March 1986)’ 


statesmanship, Mer . 


diger agréeêd with’ done in 1785. . 


his’ colleagues that. 
the ambitious Fre-.. 
` derick eventually’ 
enjoyed power ang.” 
in ble 

suffe: 


d from’ the 


Iry-tale castle i. i :seridb SBE dûy: HE if 
1... {Photo dpa). inposed’upon him” ., 


1 18d م‎ 
la, found near ihe 
and his jacket an 


18 1 
ng’s book-is that he claii 
Ig wanted „to, şet,,firg cto. 
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و 


nd hls play Jack Crash at the 
: „  (Phoro:DI 

his “Jack-Crash” .performance, whkl 
caugşed a sensation at the last. Bochun 
festival. : 

There is the Dutchman Feike. Bosch’ 
ma with his version of Daniel Defoe's 
“A Journal qf the Plague Year," a haunv’. 
ing fantastic play with all possiD\e ndi 
of puppets. . E 1 

Subsidies .ate ‘rare, And of cours 
theté is Hot uch left over from the me 
riicipal arts budget for the puppet-plaإ‎ 
ers. 2 
` Like other independent companis 
they have to work hard for their breal 
and hold down a second job as teaches 
at an art, music, or theatre school = 
sometimes even as a lecturer at the 
chum institute. 1 

Klünder says they dream of f 
their own school. They had one ot 
but the money ran out. 

In 1977 the puppet theatre colt 
was founded as an adult education 
ity, financed by the local authorities. 

All the same around 15,000 peot 
have enrolled for courses and many 1t 
productions were premiered in ,B° 
chum, . ا‎ 

‘For those who want io make a proftt 
‘sior out of it the play with puppe 
‘which shows how a familiar object ® 
comes. strange with its own, life om 


` stubbornness'dan bring us to an unde 


standing of nlternatives. 
long time-before the prötagonlstë oft 
perimental art that creating, art wil 
thiigs ifitie' for other purposes can # 
'çnormously satisfying: : 
"lg his “Baths of uta" he d 
thé?’ beautiful Franseheska co, 
her love story with hêr feet wI 
ing on a couch. : 

“The blue footjis: Abi 
the red onê' þoor Frans 
odies her own story 


Admittedly. that haş . nothiı 


ê idga:that’ bicycle or 
an come alive and that one: 


les withi' one's féet, 


which can be learned in Boğhumn 
the small curtain hangs, ,..:, 

: ` ` Benedikt 
"1 - - -{Dle Zeit, Hamburg:!T4 


Palnters, dancers and actors discovering 


hi 1 5 : 
want lo'sçparate.’:" i . 


„„ with Punch’ and Judy, Buti 


Helglan puppet theatre artlst Jan Ro 
ohum festival. 


into’ Oriental ‘theatre the age-old Chi- 


nese puppet theatre tradition, He came: 


across old masters in. exile from main- 
land China and with neither:students 
nor followers: the surviving relics of.a 
classical tradition, 

He made film and tape .recordings 
and returned tol Germany, where the 
Bochum institute showed interest in his. 
findings. : ., 

A.-relationship was established and 
shortly after Fritz Wortelmann's death- 
he took over as head of the institute.... 

1 asked him what kind of people pup” 
pet players are, remembering my im- 
pression of the man and the bicycle, 

Klünder hesitated .a little before 
answering. “There are :various reasons: 
for an interest in puppets. Of course, 
educationalists, teachers and therapists 
are most interested of all. 

“Many have discovered how contact’ 
with puppets can liven up the school 
toutine; how one can learn by playing or 
lalking .to mute things: Punch has. be- 
qome, more .confident, ' there is ‘now 
fiuch that is new. and experimental.” 

,„. The developments in the adult thed- 


tre, he added, are at the moment the . 


most .interesting. “Suddenly . we have 


püppet theatre, .. < 2 . 
“Young writers are beginning to write 


for this kind of stage;new materlal is be- 
ing worked on. The frontiers of dance” ERE | 
1° :. ` The pöet ‘Helnrich, Heine showed % 


theatre and performance are fluid.” ’.. 


The old families of puppet theatre, 


which had intéer-marled Over centürië: 
With, their wonderful repertoires 
Faust, The Beautiful Melusine and:T' 
Holy Genovèva, have died out. 
Today's players tor children have tö’ 
compete with Sesamê Street. and the 
Muppet show, EE 
` All the same during summer festivalé, 
Christmas time and other such occa- 
sions, there has always been an enthu- 
siastic audiençe of millions. 


The institute cts as an agency in ar-' 


ranging pêerformancës ` and, helping. 
young companies to find good engage: 
ments. ر‎ 


theatre. : 2 ٤ 
Î At the same time however there are 
xpétimental ensembles «and .Individual 


` thinkers and players trying out someth- 


.inghéw, . 


` Thee is the Belglan Jan Roelts:with ' 


seriously, to take it out of the -class- 
room.” 1 ۰ 
Of course there has always been pup- 
pet theatre for adults. One only has to. 
think of the Cologne Hãnnesche Théa-. 
tre, the Sicilian “Opera .dei Pupi;" the 
Japanesè ؟Bunraku”‎ and many others..... 
Great works from world: literature, 
auch as “Faust,” “Hamlet” andthe Com- 
media delarte plays ‘were performed 
throughout Europe, often..having: thein: 
local premieres on the puppet stage..,  : 
‘Though these were often impressive. 
. productions they were still substitute. 


; theatre, copies of “real” theatre: 


And with all due respect and love for: 
this wonderful.tradition it is not the pur- 
pose of the Institute to preserve history. 
and to satisfy museum-like ambition, .. 

Admittedly It is the: custodlan of a 
great treasure of old puppets and plays: 


; and can proudly claim to have the lar-. 


` ` gest collection of paper theatres in the. 


world.” 9 
But the institute has other aims,. Ht 
wants the «tradition to break out into 
new, kinds of lheatre, and to. awaken 
puppet theatre from the slumber which 
allowed the theatrical revolutions of the 
last decades to paşs by practically unno-. 

ticed, ا‎ . 

Klünder says he wants eventually to 
see this form of theatre established as an 
independent art form along with opera, 
theatre and ballet and for it to be even- 

tually discovered as theatre. ... . 

The Bochum institute is unique in 

Western Europe. The publisher and en- 
thusiast Fritz Wortelmann founded itin 
1950.and headed it until 1976... . ,, 

He’ brought together under one roof 
everything which a serious ‘institute’ 

needs, a-ı historical theatre. collection, . 
and library, research: facilities andalso, 
temporarily, a school. : ... ei! 

. Four serieş, of books, are. now pro- 
duced. They include “Masters of Puppet 
Theaire" .and monographs on major. 
world puppet theatre. The imprint has 
grown to about 40.titles. .. . ... 

, Unlike the only other comparable 
centres in Eastern Europe the Bochum 
institute concentrates on puppet theatre, 
for adults. 2 5 

This form of theatre has its own an- 
nual early summer. *Fidena" festival, . 
and it has many fans and friends acrûss 
the globe. 8 0 

Klünder arrived on the scene by acci- 
dent, as it were. He studied drama in 
Hamburg and Vienua and took his PhD. 
He was sent to Hong Kong as a lecturer 
by the Gêérman Academic Exchange 
Service, ٠ 

, He discovered while he was looking 
پپپ پپپ پپپ‎ 

Continued from page 9 .:.;: .. 
their bids to persuade Bonn to back 

Hermes by US reluctance to allow Ger- 

man firms to make ‘commercial use of: 
know-how gained as part of their tole-in 

the SDI project. 3 

Bonn is gradually growing more will. 

ing to endorse Hermes if only the 

French will reduce their stake tb 40 per: 

cent of the projeot and allow Germany a 

30-per-centstake in return, . .. 1 

' Bonn is also keen.to.seê.n clear comr. 

milment: to "Europeanisation. of 

Hermes within the Esa framework. .... 

vi! . , i Walter Bajohrs : 

: (Rhelnisceher Merkur/Christ und Wolt, : 


: " Bonm; SAprll 1986): 


Ww. THE STAGE .. 


Bochum puppet theatre institute ::. 
runs on a shoestring budget: 


Jen Klünder of the Germari Pup- 
pet Theatre Institute ii Bochum says 
no-one knows us better than the dolls, 
teddy bears and comforting pillows of 
our childhood, E 

“We have confided so much of our- 
selves İn ther, more than in oûr par- 


ents, brothèrs or sisters. We clowned 


about with them and cried with them in 
bed. 


“We held ‘deep conversations with 
them on rainy afternoons and shared 
excited expçetations with them ön trains 
or on the back seats of cats when we’ 
went on holidays, 2 2 


“We also shared wlth them our fears - 


of school exams,” he says. . ' :., 

These playthings, he adds, could 
write the biographies of our childhood’ 
better than anyone else, : 

] recall once seeing an old man stand- 
ing in an archway. 1 could hear a çonver- 
sation echoing against the walls: Rat1- 
ling along beside him was his bicycle, Hi 
was his bicycle he was chatting with. 

He talked lo it as if il were an old 
friend who would seldom have cause to: 
contradict him knowing as it did the in- 
ner depths of his abtruse thoughts. One 
had the impression that the bicycle had. 
a mental reality of ifs own. 

Klünder refers to this point, saying: 
"The secret of. dolls and puppets and of 
their attraction for us lies in our inerad-. 
icable, deep-rooted belief that inanim- 
ate objects have souls.” . 

Playing with dolls and, trarisforming 
dead things into living oneş is a game’ 
with the possibilities of one's own free- 
dom. . 

It's the retro-transformation of one's 
owt existence, which hangs by invisible 
threads onto life, into the imbued life of 
an object. ( ا‎ 

The boundaries between us and the. 
non-living become blurred, the world 
becomes complete and whole again.. 

Certainly this would seem a far cry. 
from Punch and Judy. Klünder explains: 
“If ft could hê graspèd how playing with 
dolls interprets and broadens life, and 
the sensational possibilities this ‘offers, 
child's play would quickly become a 
great and exciting art form.” ' 

The premises of the institute make a 
batren İmpression. They have only just 
been occupled. The building looks like 
an old millowner's castle but in reality 
is just a water tower masked in ã' turn- 
of-the-century style, 

Above, in the iwo colossal tanks, two 
auditoriums are being built, The insti- 
tute wants to have performance facillt- 

ies. : 

The building is much more than it ap- 
pears lo be and the same çan be said of’ 
puppels and dolls, with théir ability to' 
hide within cach other and to question 
one’s sense of reality, Al this slage I’ 
have the eerie [ceting that the armchair 
on which I am siting, the coffee pot, the! 

sugar bowl and milk on the table in' 
front uf me may not be what they seem. 

“Anything cin be a puppet,” Klûnder- 
says, “anything can suddenly move, be- 
come lunguage, become a gesture, liye. 
One only has to take puppet theatre 


13 


Mascara or other cosmetics have caused 
painful swelling of the eyelids of wom- 


Dr Sehulz demands therefore that all 
cosmetic products have a description of 
what they actually contain. Only then 


. .canı a repetition of the complaint be 


avoided. Up till now changing one's cos- 
metic has meant running the risk of be- 
ing exposed anew to the allergy causing 
substances. 8 

Contact and inhalation allergits as 
occupational illnesses become particu- 
larly problematic. They head the list for 
dccupational illnesses and are particu- 
larly ' common among hairdressers, 
chemical workers and laboratory tech- 
nicians:t'' .° 
` ‘Thëy often appear quite late and for- 
ce the allergic person relatively late to 
change his job. : ٠ Nk 

Allergies cause fatigue and a decline 
in’ performance and concèntration. For 
a motorist this could be deadly and doc- 
tors want naturally want to lessen the ef- 
fects. 0 

For animal-hair allergies the removal 
of the animal from the immediate vicin: 
ity is ofteneriough. 

In the case of pollen sufferers a cont 
plete recovery is often made thanks to a 
process called hypo-sensitisation. 

After the doctor has found out the 
cause of the complaint with a skin test, 
ihe body is given, over months some- 
times years, the substance in ever in- 
creasing doses. 

The patient gradually learns to pre- 
vent the antigen-antibody reaction with 
his own immune syslem. 

In addition the patient can with the 
help of pollen-count forecasts and when 
the need arises he protect himself with 
medicinal aids. 

Hypo-sensitisation does not always 
work. Dust allergies seldom respond to 
treatment. 

It is now known that a microscopic 
mite virtually invisible to the naked eye 
is the culprit. The actual antigenic sub- 
stances in the insect's secretions have 
also been identified. 


Doctors In the dark 


Yet the only usual solution is to 
change fibre mattresses for synthetic 
„ones, to give up the continental quilt, to 


. take out the carpeting and to install 
` leather-upholstered furniture, 


, Insect ailergiéts; particularly from 
wasp and bee toxins have a hypo-sensi- 
tisation sucêtess rate of nearly 100 per 
cent. Such allergies should therefore at 
all costs be treated. : 

Doctors are still vêry much’ in' the 
dark as to the role psychosomatic rek 

sons play. 7 3Ë i 

:. Patients repéatedly cohfirm that {heir 
allergies aré more sevére under condi- 
tions of psychological stress.’ ٠ 

Because everyone haiidles qutside in- 
fluences differently .their allergic re. 
sponse to stress js expreşsed differently, 
Some people react with asthma, others 
with skin prqblems or dlarrhûoga, Oni ac- 
count of that many doctorg believe that 
allerğles should be treated psycholoği- 
çally as well immunologlcaily....: ;, 
. .Psychologlcal! therapy .has already 
had considerable success with bronchial 
aşthma, Perhaps evep hay.feyver.can be 
improved if the paycholagical infhu- 
ences play a roley. .,., . 


It would ,appear that'the last word on. 


allergies has not yet been spoken, : . 
mr, Junge Maisch . 
{Déptsches Allgemeines Sonniagsblatl, 

i.1 i ` Hamburg, 6 Apri] 1986.) 
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‘Pollen poised for its annual bombardment. 


more sensitive to environmental sub- 
stances breathed in by the body. 

Polluted air alone does not account 
for the increase in allergies. An: in- 
creased number of diverse chemical 
substances apparently also play a role. 

The hundreds of new substances 
which appear every year all have an ef- 
fect. on our immune-system, forcing it to 
continually adapt and in doing so in- 
creasing the number possible antigens. 

Changes in eating habits ‘also make 
their contribution. Exotic spices, fruit 
and vegetables have increased nutri- 
tional allergies which are passed on via 
the intestinal tract. 

The power grabbing King Richard the 
Third's nutritional allergy is a famous 
example. Taking advantage of his aller- 
gy he requested the out-of-favour Lord 
Ely to fetch him some some strawber- 
ries from his garden. 

The King had hardly eaten them 
when he his forearm swelled up turning 
a burning red colour. The King accused 
Ely of sorcery and had him executed at 
once. 

The number of sufferers from food 
allergies is uncertain because many ill- 
nesses of the intestinal tract are not di- 
agnosed as allergies. 

The Allergy Association in 
Mönchengladbach estimates that the fi- 
gure goes into the millions. 

The iusnociation recently brought out 
iı special menu to give guidance to res- 

taurant owners and chefs about effects 


For most people and above all for 
small children cow-milk is the worst 
culprit. Doctors are now inclined to 
urge mothers to breast feed their babies 
for the first six months. 

Babies can then take in a lot of def- 
ence substances but as good as no an- 
tigens. 

Scientists also suspect that allergies 
are increasing because in the 1970s few 
mothers breast fed their babies and un- 


` necessarily exposed their children to 


allergy causing substances. 

After nutritional allergies, contact 
allergles are the:complaints dermatolo- 
gists are increasingly coming across. 

Professor Karl Heinz Schulz, a Ham- 
burg allergy spècialist, says five per cent : 

‘ of women and girls are allergic to nickel, 

. a metal common in fashion jewellery, It 
,„ i also common in the .metal o jeans 
` and therefore also puts men at risk. 

The spot where the skin is toûchéd. 
, breaks out in irritating blisters or ecze- 


` ma. i 
: ab 1 £ i `- Textiles and above all cosmetics ‘are 
of sulphur dioxidêe' — makes people ’| Increasingly causing hypersensitiveness, 


ou inddqpnesilatgutpir: 


' The body's reaction ensures that 
gorged looking cells change, become 
more permeable, and'a as result dis- 
charge a substance talled histamin. This 
is the fastest most common and there” 
fore most important type of allergical 
reaction. : 

Some of its consequences are weals 
on the skin, swollen mucous mem= 
branes, sneezing attacks and runny eyes. 
It also narrows the respiratory tract 
making breathing more difficult and of- 
ten causes asthma attacks. 

If the circulation also collapses the 
person can experience a shock with 
deadly consequences. Even small quan- 
tities of antigens. can cause such a reac- 
tion. 

Luckily enough it seldom occurs. 
However it is unforseeable and every 
doctor dealing with allergies is prepared 
for such a collapse of circulation. 

Apart from plant-pollen, allergies can 
be caused by numerous substances in 
our environment. Hay fever is the most 
common complaint though. 

It is estimated that one in every ten 
people is affected. The figure for young 
people and children is even higher. Hay 
fever is very much an illness ol the 
young. 


Hay fever is inclined to become less ' ofcertain foods. 


troublesome with increasing age and 
can with time even completely disap- 
pear. 

Statisticians have been struck by the 
increase in its occurrence in recent 
years. In the 1920s only one in a hun- 
dred had the complaint. 

Scientists know that hay fever is 
linked to a hereditary disposition. 
Identical twins provide evidence for 
this. 

Interestingly they do not by any 
means react to one and the same an- 
tigen. Even their symptoms are quite 
different, ا‎ 

Specialists lay the blame for allergies 
and their general increase on the envi- 
ronment. Swedish scientists have found 
out that cigarette smokers are more sen- 
sitive to antigens because the threshold 
for a reaction is reduced. : 
` They also attribute a similar effect to 


particular unknown constituent parts of ! 


vehicle emission. 
They feel certain however that static 


them’ fiom His private funds, albelt 
running dry.. e ا‎ 

, Two recent, publicationg deal with 
these castles; In King Ludwig II's Tracks 
(Preste]. Yerlag), and Ludwig i's Royal 
Castles ir Bavaria, ا‎ 

The illustrated Royal Landscapes — 
Ludwig II and .his Bavaria (Objektiy 
Verlag) séeks to give insights and im- 
pressions of Bavaria, from the nomadic . 
king's standpoint, , ... E 

Another, publication from Süddent’ 


scher ;Verlag iniglûdes 150 contempor- ‘ 


ary poéms and songs, about, to And for 
King Ludwig, .. :Karl Stanklewitz 

u -.‘: ` ` (KBlierStadi-Anzelger, 

Cologhe, 14 March 1986) 


„„. Continued.from pagê 11 : ا‎ 
take over Bavaria. Cologne history pro- 
fessor Ludwig Hüttl' has written a seri- 
ous biography of the king published by 
Bertelsmann Verlag, , 

He goes along with the popular vig 
that Ludwig, artistic and eccentric, had 
kept politics at arms’ length when he as- 
cénded the throne, He also kept the Teal 
world'at ã distance. 2 

` Hûüttl found in the archives confirma- 
tion that Ludwig went to‘ pieces at the 
foundation of’ 'the’ German - Reich in 
1871 whèrı Bavaria lost its'sovereignty. 

‘He has also disproved the ‘view. that 
Ludwig ‘ruined' state finances by.'buil- 
ding his famous castles. He finanted 


` of hapless hay fever sufferers 


illions of pollen cells are already 
Bau .way, floating for miles 
through the atmosphere unnoticed by 
most of us. But some notice them right 
away in the form of allergies. 

They are microscopic male .cells 
which. can cause continual sneezing, 
tear-filled eyes .and even shortness,,of 
breath. 2 ا‎ ۴ 

Many sufferers, who come down with 
hay fever in early spring can put the 
blame on the early blossoming of such 
trees as the alder, hazel, birch, and wil- 

low. 

For most allergic people the time of 
suffering begins when the grass blooms. 
Grass pollen causes about 90 per cent 
of hay fever symptoms. The other anem- 
ogamous plants account for the rest. 

An inconspicuous blade of grass can 
send on the wind about one million poll- 

en seeds. li hopes that at least a few will 
land on a receptive female blossom 
which can then reproduce itself. 

If however the grass pollen ends up 
on the sensitive mucous membrane of 
the nose of an allergic person, then 20 
to 50 pollen cells per cubic metre of air 

are enough to cause sneezing symptoms. 


Bostock’s allergy - 


Lay people call the resulting symp- 
toms hay fever. Specialists would preler 
tû hear .the,jgerm pullinosilis, because 
the illness is not a fever nor can the 
blame be laid on hay. 

The name can be traced back to a 
19th century English doctor called Bos- 
tock. He called his annual bouts of sum- 
mer catarrh hay fever. 

It was the Viennese paediatrician 
Clemens von Pirquet who discovered in 
1906 that the condition was the result 
of a change in the body's capacity to 
react. 

He proposed the Greek term allergy, 
from allos meaning other and ergon 
meaning work. 

He was unaware that it was not the 
pollen itself, but the protein albumen it 
contained which caused illness in cer- 
tain people. 8 1 

. These foreign body proteins. or an- 
tigens as they are called, confuse the'de- 


tures of over 60° C are reached du; 

decomposition. 

So Brunswick scientists are unabk; 
forecast when dumps will CEASE t0 le 
health hazard. Germs certainly hae, 
shorter life if garbage is allowed loke. 
compose in the fresh air before bi, 
dumped. 

In this way germ scepage can be kr 
to a minimum and the storage deni | 
and active life of a dump increaselt } 
up to 70 per cent. ا‎ 

The report says no concluin’ 
have yet been reached on long-term 
fects on water resources, But hom: 
hold garbage and household ses! 
sludge are unlikely to have aiy ho! 
ful effect when stored at an oré 
dump. 2 

This means a dump where seep 
water is largely purified and ace 
checks to ensure that no induslit 
waste is dumped. 

Keeping an eye on old tips is likely 
prove expensive, especially where ur 
suitable, harmful substances have beta 
stored in the past, 

. Seepage from these tips may still be 
clean, but some toxins take years to ap 
pear: in some cases because they make 
Various chemical transitions, it others . 


because it is a while before containers - 


rot. e 

So ongoing trials. in.. Brunswick 
and the new DEG:research programa 
on Harmful Substances in Ground 
Water will deal with the long-tera 
repercussions of garbage tips and see 
page. 

Until findings are available many olf 
tips will continue to be biological and 
chemical time-bombs. 

Donné Nobert Beyer 
- (Nordwest Zeitung, Oldenburg, 25 March if 
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Wl ENVIRONMENT 


Disused waste dumps are chemical time-bombs 
ticking away all over Germany 


idea of “natural behaviour" in rubbis 

dumps. : 

The garbage probed was stored in cy- 

lindrical containers six metres tall and 

five metres in diameter, with access 
from all sides, inspection valves and 

flexible outer walls. 1 

Ten containers were filled with gar- 

bage of various kinds and sealed to rep- 

resent various categories of rubbish 
dump. 7: . 

Categories included compressed 
household garbage, household garbage 
and water or sewage sludge, some in soil 
through which air can permeate, some 
in between impermeable strata. 

Seepage was found ‘to occur from ali 
garbage tips, the exact amount depend- 
ing on how densely or thickly packed 
the garbage is and how moist the subsoil 
is, 

Deceptively, the first . seepage can 
take up to a year to occur and — a point 
of particular importance — in all cate- 
gories of dump the amount of seepage 
definitely increases once the tip has 
been closed. 

AII seepage contains germs: in waste 
from doctors’ surgeries, in sewage 
sludge or in such mundane items as dis- 
posable nappies that are dumped 
straight on to local authority garbage 
tips untreated along with other hoüse- 
hold waste. 

Germs are quickly killed, but only in 
the middle’ of dûmps where tempera 


Chemicals in the home are sérious 
. health hazards for children 


the extent to which thir children at 
exposed to chemicals, ., 

They fondly imagine consumer PI 
tection . regulations cover household 
items, but.apparently there are no effet 
tive regulations, fğr toys, clothing, urn 
ture and floor coverings. 

Special provisions for children ¢ 
found to be few and far between, A.5 3 
sense of responsibility shown by mand” 
facturers, in, the make-ip;pf theif pIO; 

ucts, RES 

These factors make it particularly dif 
ficult to combat the rişk and this, 


tO EOMDAL ne TIE e 1 
auihörs ”šdy, “ls Where legislatiog f T,  fencesystem of allergic people. .. , 


‘ The human defence system can nOr- 
which oR the.foreign. bodies from 
Th, lis continually under attack. 

CY are to be found in clothing, food 


and cosmetics and dı 
through the skin اا‎ 


41€ defence"t¥stoirl 


destroys 5 
antibodies on average about 10,000 in- 


truding bacteria cells daily. 

İn the. case of allergy sufferers, too 
many antibodies of immuno-globulin E 
are produced, ‘Theşe sit on special def- 
r cells which look gorged. and. over- 


. The first time a, person is hit. by an- 
tigens he receives no perceivable indica- 
tion of what has taken place... 

The otherwise .relative]y.unimportant 
immuno-giobulip E reproduces itself 
quickly and.specialists say that the per- 
9 is then.sensitised to a specific aller- 


, It is dily when ‘antigens re-enter the 
J such as wheh grass pollen lands ûn 

8ã mucous membrane, that an allergy 

breaks qut, 1 


needed, . 8 
Maruf4cturers must bê madê 


for damage çaused by their E 


muat be a' blariket. liability ad. MO. 


than the détails coveréd byt vëntloz', 


al guara 
ntees ers Wb 
10t to 1 
1 š who have 
prove their elajiiš for damages. 7 
‘'Cönsumêrs' caniot bè 'éxpected’# 
prove a prodüct is harmful; manî 
ers müst prove they are'karmless:’ 
Immediate action advised tû" de 
with the most pressing heeds include 
ban on thiemicalš such as Lindan 
binding Tegulations (rathër than’ re 
recommendations) on' housekiold go 
to enable action to be takehif labora!” 
ry findings'ate unsatisfaotory. 
‘Long-overdue reglilations' nîuştsP 
ify' exposure - limits “to “harmful sb” 
stances to ‘protect chiildreni“aid dul. 
from overdoses öèf helivy metals biı 0 


ganic toxins, <: 


` “"-(Nlinberger Nachrichtén, 2 AFIS. fr 


Cla are regularly agreed to be-a 
i high-risk group in the extent to 
which they are exposed to pollution and 
environmental toxins. But how serious 
isthe risk? . . 

„ Members of the BUND conservation- 
ist group's environmental chemicals and 
toxins group have taken a closer look at 
the risk in a book entitled Chemicals in 
the Children's Room. 

4 crucial aspect of any analysis of the 
health hazards children face as a result 
of environmental chemicals is the fact 
that they don't always use items in the 


.. manner intended, as lawyers primly put 


it. 
Children are great experimenters 


with. everyday chemicals. They chew 


. building blocks and toothbrushes. They 


suck not jusî dirty thumbs but also spart- 
klers, for instance. They munch model- 
ling clay and taste finger paints, 


*„ And as children are quick to react to. 
` many chemicals thelr rooms can easily 


become dangerous laboratories, 
Authors Hannelore Friege, Frank 
Claus and Marigret D'Haése.deal with 


:" harmful. ‘substances in toys; sich 4s 


paints and crayons, modelling clay and 
balloons, glues and adhesives: 5 -.. 
They ‘take a critical look at harmful 
substances’in food, ranging from moth- 
er's-milk to baby foods, from vegetable 
puree to kiddlesş' tea. ج‎ 
They: also:.probê clothing, withthe 


: emphasis on formaldehyde, mothproof- 


ing, ‘anti-bacterial treatment and dyes- 
tuffs, and furniture, including flooring 
and building materials. .:. -. 


Many parents clearly have no idea of 


ciation (DFG) and coordinated by Pro- 

fessor Hans-Jürgen Collins. 

Garbage tips are one ‘of the ways in 
which harmful! substances most readily 
seep into the ground water, 

There are over 50,000 unchecked old 
garbage: tips around the country where 
seepage is a potential contamination ha- 
zard, E 

The trend is toward keeping seepage 
in check by means of garbage comprtes- 
sion and drainage systems to ensure that 
harmful substances aren't so readily 
channeled into the biological cycle, 

. The aim must be to specify and quan- 
tify local authority garbage, including 
al! harmful substances and their com-~ 
pounds and derivatives. 


Two thirds of the country’s garbage is 
still dumped without prior processing 
or treatment, which is the softest and 
least expensive option. 

Scientists set up a field laboratory at 
a municipal garbage dump in Brun- 
swick, combining miniature tips of spec- 
ified garbage and artificial ground water 
access, : 

Given identical initial conditions, 
project scientists gained their first clear 


tics, on ellmate, 


able ‘Tor daliy use in -- 


Brockhaus 


-glance lables in these new reference 
works. They include details of air and water temperalure, precipitation, 
humidity, sunshi ne, physical stress of climate, wind conditions and freqgncy 
2 2 „, Of thunderstorms. , RE 
These figures compiled over the years are invuluable both for planning journeys 
٠ to distant cauntries and for scientific research. 
Basic facts and figures for every country in the world for a Û ۴ 7 
1 
tables. The emphusis is on the country's natural stalisı ن ا‎ 
population, trude and transpolt. 
The guidus ufe handy in size and Nexîbly hound, indispensı 
commarce, industry and thé travel rade. 


Four volumes are uvailable: 


North and South America. 172 Pp.. DM 22.80: 
Asia/ Austraîla, 240 np., DM 24.80: 


„ DM 19.RO: 
FEurope/ USSR, 240 pp., DM 24.80 


رفعرتے, 


F, A. Broekhaus, Pastfach 1709; D-6200 Wiesbaden | 


C hemicals and micro-organisms can 

seep Irom garbage tips into the 
ground waler and be a serlous environ- 
mental and health hazard. Brunswick 
hydrologists have examined thé risk in 
closer detail, 

Their findings convey a clearèr idea 
of whether toxins nnd germs have been 
disposed of for godûd by being dumped 
in thisway. . 0 2 

They also present a scientific assess- 
ment of the threat to ground water re- 
sources-and Its consequences for the 
operation of garbage tips. . 

Garbage is cértainly a growth iridus- 
try, with bigher consumption leading to 
larger quantities of waste ranging from 
plastic bags lo coffee grounds and from 
tins to spray cans. ب ا‎ 

The current annual total is 30 million 
tons of houschold refuse, 26 million 
tons of sewage sludge and 10 million cu- 
bic metres of cffluent that cannot be 
recycled. . 

As a result, most waste is dumped on 
garbage tips. But how safe is it there? 

Peter Spillmann of the Leichtweiss 
Hydrology Institute in. Brunswick has 
puhlished the findings of [ive years of 
rescarchby cngineers, hydrogeologists, 
chemists, microbiologists and agricultu- 
ral scientists. 

Entitlcd The Water and Oxygen Cy- 
cle in Garbage Tips: and Its Effect on 
Walter Resources, the report was fin- 
anced by the Scientific Research Asso- 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world  :: 


supplied the data arranged in see.at-n 


Africa; 130 pp. 


,ا 
جک 


Look it up in 
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Hot seats at 
village inn 


: FE Bavarians in a village near Mu- 


nich have been fined for setting fire 
to the chair of a fellow-villager who had 
fallen asleep in the village inn where they 


; were carousilig.. : 


They pleaded guilty but said it was a 
popular practical joke in Bavaria. The 
police failed to identify the chair where it 
had happened because every other chair 


' inthe inn was charred in this way, a 0 


The victim was a 49-year-old farmer 
who fell asleep after drinking an unspeci- e 
fled but no doubt substantial quantity of 1 
beer. As he lay snoring, his head on the e 


. table, the accused lit paper under his : 1. 
chair, but the fire failed to wake him. 8 


His jacket and pants were singed but 
he snored on regardless. He was only 
` roused when one of the accused pulled 5: 
. his shirt out of his trousers and set fire to 
il with a cigarette lighter. : 1 
His clothes burnt like tinder and de- 
' spite being doused with a few tankards of 
ale his burns wero so serious (hat he was 
: in bed for for wecks and olf work for a 
' further six. ا‎ 

The-palice’s failuré to identify the burnt 
chair as an exhibit seemed to bear out the 
claim made by the accused that setting fire 
to a tired drinker's; chair was standard 
practice in their part of Germany. 

The court found them guilly of damage 
to properly and grievous bodily harm ancl 
fired them DM600 each. 

The fine was light in view of their def- 
ence, but they promised to abandon this 
particular time-honoured custom in fu- 


ture. W. P. Schaefer 
(Kicler Nachrichten, 26 March 19%6 ا‎ 
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A 254kg stone lifted 71.6cm at the natlonal champilon- 
shilps In Irsohenberg, Upper Bavarla. 


(Photo: Jpa} 


He makes it look so easy that you 
could be excused for imagining there is 
nothing to it ind it is all just for show. Bul 
Bavarians know it isn'l,, and the specta- 
tors raise their tankards in respect to a 
local lad who has boosted their collective 
ego. Dette Vetten 

{beuches Alpemeincs Sunntagshlalı, 
Hamburg. Ll March LYK 
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in hand : ت‎ 


flelde of responsibility’ 


to 1883 he toured 
Europe  demon- 
strating his * 
strength, Personal 


varian Goliath that 7 '* 
survive to this day i 
include a 22lb 
walking stick, an % 
11lb snuff box and .j'. 
the record-break- 
ing stone he lifted. 
Bavarians have al- 
ways been proud of 
their he-mien {and 
women). Kãthchen 
Brumbach, who 
was known in the 
early years of this 
century as ..the 
strongest woman in 
the world, came 
from a Bavarian 
family. In classical E 
strength that 
chroniclers . re- 
corded for posterity included Milon, 
who is said to lıave.carried an ox round 
the 1.5km Olympic stadium racetrack.at 
Olympia on his back, and Bylon, who is 
said to have shot a put weighing 
143.5kg (316b). 5 

They are nothing compared with the 
feats recorded by Bavarian writers. 
Ludwig Ganghafer, lur instance, wrole 
a novel about the lite and Jeuth of a 
strong-man, Egidius Trumpf. 

Johann Nepomuk Sepp penned an es- 
say about Bavarian strength entitled 
How Strong Old Bavarians Are. 

Meanwhile, back on the rostrum, Lud- 
wig Frey flexes his muscles, bends and 
grasps the iron handle with hands roughed 
up by magnesium for better grip. 

His groans can be heard loud and 
clear over the loudspeaker. For a mû- 
ment his effort seems to have been in 
vain, then the stone moves. : 

Initially it moves only a few millime- 
tres, then it slowly edges up untll the 
hand indicates an elevalion of between 
40 and 50cm. NR 

Frey's veins bulge in his forehead, He 
pants as he holds the 254kg stone aloft’ 

‘He . eases the pressure slightly, 
bounces the ‘stone down a little, then, 
§ it back ùp again. He repeats the 
e twice, his body bent back; 


(34in). He 


ohceable, Ica 
o dihêks. 2 


.„ effects of this Bar 


. antiquity feats of 


of. Munich, takes to 


79 Hejilieû.a 289.5kg (648b). 
thé Zirküs-Hêrzög. From 1880: .- 


No. 1222 - 20 April 1986 


ml OUR WORLD 


Bavarian he-men test 
their strength 


Bese for he-mêèn; with ‘the em- . 
phasis on strongman disciplines per 
formed in beerhalls by rednecked coun- 
try boys wearing leather pants. 

Stone-lifting is as Bavarian as tossing 
the caber is Scottish, and in the Stark- 
bier (strong beer) season muscle-men 
descend on Munich and the Löwen- 
‘brêùukeller for this traditionally Bavar- 
ian test of strength. 

Competitors stride onto the rostrum 
with a swagger. In the haze of beer and 
cigarette smoke at the tables in the hall, 

where litre tankards are downed to the 
accompaniment of brass band music, 
roars of approval and encouragement 
are heard, 5 

The clçser you come to the stone, the 
more keenly yu féel the need of encou- 
ragement, The grey stone pillar weighs 
254kg (S591b). 

As you strain and heave at the iron, 
handle a balance tilts anda hand on a 
scale shows how many centimetres clear 
of the floor you Have lifted it. 

Steinlipfen, the dialect word for this 
beerhall sport for all-Bavarian bays 
makes it sound. deceptively easy. So 
does the term ‘Fingerhakeln. 

Finger! finger-hooking) is i 
game RTE opposite each 
ather, elbow to elbow on the table, link 
hands and try to push the other man’s 
hand and forearm to the left and flat 

down on the table. 

. But I digress. You are up there on the 
.ostrum in the Löwenbrãukeller with 
the. spotlights glaring as the audience 
looks on attentively with bated, beery 
breath. 

The moment of truth approaches, the 
moment that will sort out the men from 
the boys, You strain and heave until you 
can see nothing but stars before your 
eyes, You can see nothing and wouldn’t 
know for sure whether the stone had 
budged ãn inch. 
` Then you let go, exhausted, and sure 

ugh the stone:falls a few inches; SO 


You must havé lifted it. .7 . : 


your table and 
the other corr 
.. Ludwig Frey from the Allgãu; ai 
Pine region south 
lhe stage, a. Bavarian ; 
there was oiê;. 
În his shgrt le 
shirt and walking 


n AJ- 


an’ if ever. 


fiiiger 


‘prefêr to spèhd-! e. 
ا‎ cê 
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the market pricewise, which ‘is # 
manufacturers and dealers ate keen, 
crack down on it. 

„ When I was young the way iê jui 
ûn more miedia pleasure was relat 
harmless. I can remember how, becan, 


`. we wanted to see a Robin Hood fla. ' 
` stuck’a label over the warning in ty 


programme magazine that it wasnt , 
able.for children, أ‎ 
‘The label sald “suitable for chile | 
over 13.":We marked thie -edge bear | 
with a ball-point pen'so that the edgsg | 
the substitute label could not be visilk ا‎ 
` This little ‘deception, for which 
were naturally ashamed, did not dik | 
ish our enjoyment of our tèlevisiony | 
we tried to make good our misder 
four by good behaviour later. 
` Nowadays a young person who 
gally coples a video film is in Feal iw 
ble with the law, ' 
„ , Working with a computer, howe 
has another side to it, particularly wha 
the young person programmes the cor 
pùter himself, , 


Computer. freaks learn how to, “play 
with competence that can later be. used 
inajob., „1, yu 
' Young people, with their intimate 
knowledge of the .swift ‘changes in the 
video game and film.markel, axe usua\y 
way ahead. of their.parents in is fie 
and are much bette, able.to adjust t 
changes in the media. i; 

-' This, ‘of ‘course, effects the relatior 
ships.between the different generatior 
In many areas adults are no longer tk 
best informed, “because children hat 
experience of the latest developmeak 
which their parents gilt 
er have not had or li 
not experienced to 
same degree and ink 
sahe ‘contêxt” si 
Heinz Hengst. This is 
situation whether it û 
welcome or not, It is 
way things are. Switellt 
programmes off thal 4# 
considered bad for chi 
ren ‘would achieve lik 
‘It would mean not 

‘switching’ off the pf 
grammê’ but also ruli 
out examination of 
develoğiment :that 


they th 


ing “before 
` Two“thirds.i 
. ‘rên asked: 

. 1977 mı 


OA, :W 
ömé'to love and’éhj# f 


without:1osing a Httle' of theif’ tf# 


Childrerl need a:téom oftheir 0 


théy 'wantto beamonig their own 
` This"place.-‘of ‘their’ öwrii th 
find with television, radio, casgetiét 
cords aid tompùteér gafiies, ever 
lable "o min. 
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‘The video kids and how not to get them - 
`... interested in a good book: ۰. : -. 


paraging comments about them, often to 
our parents’ dişpleasure,. . .:..; 
But it was a measure .of .their toler- 
ance that despite the fact that we had 
ruined their pleasure we were not sent 
put of the living room. . +. . . 
Television was something that we en- 
joyed together or indulged in.so as to re- 
lax after school. ا‎ 
„ As a child I was a passionate reader 
(and still am). There was for me no 
competition, between books „and films. 
Reading was something I wanted to do, 
private flights, into 4 fantasy. world, to 
distant lands, other times and to other 
people, , . 
Children and youhg people know wel! 
enough what they want from their tele- 
vision. Programme choice has become 
much greaier, 4 
Because parents themselves lack 
ëhildhood expêrience of the new meqlia 
they are susceptible to fighting shy of 
discussion and are prone to prejudices 
about it. e 
Television games fanatics and con 
puter freaks are not just hermits hung 


up oni compute 
gist Heinz Héngs 
serving what ‘goes 
sections of Bremen department stores. 
: The ‘eombifiatioii' of ‘toripetition, 
speed and the challehgê to ohé's$ pûweršs 
makes playing hboiüt with computers at~ 
ttactive; KR Rl 1 2 
. When ã'yoüing person iš;bored with a 
video game hê looks fr something néw, 

,[Ê it.is .İimpqssible .to, exchange. video 
games, and because pocket.money does 
rot, go far enough to buy these expén- 
siye game programmes, young .people 
organise. their own black market:of ille- 
gel copies, sofalling.foul of the law...... ı 
« Piracy is stric(ly at the upper:ènd of 


sioned ‘by the first and second television 
channels’ in ‘conjunction with the Ber- 
telsmann Foundation, ° 
According to this.study the 12-'to 15 
year-olds do the-least reading, They on> 
ly had a book in their.hands for 25 mi- 
nutes a day, I 
There is a minority for whom reading 
is a pleasure, but this minority figure is 
stable. For the past 20 years the fre- 
quency. of ‘reading has’.remained oon- 
stant, despite more televislon and better 
educational and leisure time facilities, ’« 
Much oan be laid at television's door, 
but.it is rota passive way of.spending 
lime, at least not for children. . 
ITecall'that the Robinson Crusoe film 
of my childhood gavê me ideas for play 
and: conversation,’ One cannot regard a 
medium as passive that.provides material 
that can be.used for play, that provides 
emotional experiences. and that can be 
related to everyday surrolndings, 
Even if.children today do not include 
Robinson Crusoe in thielr play but Cap- 
tain Future, they are .not mainly acting 
outscenes of violence and horror. ' 
The study shows that children who 
watch a lot of television still regard playing 
outdoors with thelr friends as their favour- 
ile way of spending their [ree time. 
Television is only addictive if it hãs to 


الا 


N 


be a substitute pleasure for unfulfilled, 
but essenitlal needs, 0 5 
lfchildren have nq frlends with whom 
to let off steam or hû plaée to dé so, 
the) have {o turn tû the “box” aid work 
oul lheit energles with it. Switchiig off 
solves nothing, E, 
For normal viewerš, idülis of children, 
televislon is the top medluni for entertain 


television: My brothers and sisters and I 
derived most pleasure from making dis¬ 


In the age of thie ner medin and a gener» 


ation of young people who takc them for 
granted Wûrzburg freelance journalist 
Dorothea Keuler {akes a persona] look 
at competillon between video and com- 
puter electronics and ihe printed word, 
I have got rid of my television, What 
has been shown, on TV. reçently has 
for the most part not interested. me.. ] 
cannot stand the endless series, : 
There is more and more sport instead of 
films (for example, tennis instead of Fran- 
cls Durbrldge). There is less and less com- 
menl on serious affairs, and arts pro- 
grammes are only screened late at night, .. 
. Piease don't misunderstand, me, I 
don't want to carry on, about television 
in ihe wûy so many culture snçbs do, 
For them television.is the “goggle box." 
Programme plannérs arc responsible 
nut, tlie mtiedium itself. 3 
As a child I loved television’ and 1 
would not have been al all pleased if 1 
had been told it wasn't good for me, as 
parchts dû today, with the best inten- 
tiûns uf course. ٣ E 1 
The weckend was made for me enjoy’ 
ing Robison Crusoe's advéntures on 
televišiaon: With considerable pleasure 1 
watched a lot of television duriig’ the 
weck as well, without any - 
stultifying effect auio- 
matically ۰ coming into 
play. Many parents, keen 
ort literature, fear that 
loo nıuch television will! 
have this effect on their 
children. They fear that 
their children will get no 
pleasure from reading 
because they watch too 
much television before 
they have even atquired 
an interest in books, But 
casting about blame by 
expressions such as “Big 
Brother in the box under- 
mines the written word," 
or “books are falling .by 
the . wayside” .doesn'f:. 
help, no matter how good 
it might sound:with the : 
public at large, To be fair . 
to.our television it is an . ٤ 
oversimplifiçation to say, |. .. 
As is sald so frequently in ! 
current discussions, .that 
“reading is creative. and 
television, .stupifies,.”., In 
fact it is not so ehsy o 
verify empirically the 
slubborn and widespread 
rumour that children's Î 
pleasure in reading has lii 
declined because of ielèvisioin. Televi- 
sign vlewing is declinifg, riot increasing. 
A' recently published study commis- 
sionëd by @' television advertising group 
shows tfint adults Witèh 20 minutes pér 
day less and children 13 ‘minutes less 
than they did 0 years ago. ` 
If children prefer television and waleh 
more of it, there are fewer of tient that 
watch televislûn a lot. Most chilclreh'below: 
13 afe quite content with only'ûne hoir's 
television ı clay ön average. ا‎ 
Young peuple between 16 and 24 
waich about 90 minutés to two hout{ of 
television per day. . '“ E 
But television is not their favourite; it 
is radio; as is shown in ã survey entitled 
“Youth and the Media" and commis- 


